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INTRODUCTORY 


‘* For Canada the hour of destiny has struck. She has the physical basis for an 
““Empire ; and the stream of immigration which has now begun will swell into a 
‘‘ mighty movement of population like that by which our central West was occupied, 
*‘until her fertile lands shall be the homes of millions of prosperous people. Thus 
‘** far American immigrants are largely in excess of those from other lands outside the 
‘* British groups, and American thought will have a mighty influence in moulding 
‘*the character of the coming commonwealths of Western Canada. The English- 
‘* speaking immigrants outnumber many fold all those of other tongues; and thus it 
‘*is made sure that both the great Republic and the nascent nation adjoining will be 
‘loyal to the idea of constitutional liberty, and, standing side by side, will work 
‘* together to advance that Anglo-Saxon civilization which seems destined to domin- 
‘ate the world.” 


American Writer in “ The New England Magazine.” 


“4 HE selection of ‘a future place of residence is, it must be 
i admitted, a very momentous matter. Various phases 
of the question come up for consideration by the pros- 
pective emigrant, such as climate, healthfulness, geo- 
graphical situation, character. of public institutions, 
educational facilities, and last, but not least,,the nature 
and extent of the natural resources and advantages of his proposed 
adopted home and the scope afforded individuals with the average endow- 
ment of capital, brains and muscle. Perfect indeed would that country 
be which satisfied the demands of everyone. Such perfection is not 
claimed for the Canadian North-West Territories. We honestly 
believe, however, that we possess those natural advantages which, 
wisely utilized, go a.long way towards the creation of happy 
and prosperous homes, and it is the object of this publication to 
direct attention to the Canadian West as a favourable field. for 
settlement. of those who, in their present surroundings, have a limited 
prospect of improving their condition, Success in Western Canada, 
perhaps more than anywhere else, depends rather on the individual than 
on the favourable or unfavourable auspices under which he may make 
his start, and it is with pardonable pride that Westerners point to scores 


of leading men in agricultural and mercantile circles as well as in public 


eles 


life, whose force of intellect and indomitable perseverance, have lifted 
them from»humble spheres to guide the destinies of our magnificent 
Western heritage. 
Much harm has been done by the publication in earlier years of 
‘xaggerated and unreliable information concerning the Canadian North- 
West Territories. An attempt will, therefore, be made to state the case 
strictly on its merits. The information contained in the following pages 
has been abstracted chiefly from the annual reports of the Territorial De- 
partment of Agriculture and Statistics, and the tables and figures quoted 
, therefore, clothed with the authority of official endorsation. It is 
clear that a country, which has an area several times larger than the 
whole of Great Britain, while the total population does not reach that of 
a fair sized manufacturing town, is either very much under-populated 
or grossly lacking in the means for supporting life. We propose to 
show that the former is the actual state of affairs. 

It has been argued, and with some degree of propriety, that it seems 
a strange procedure on the part of a Government to attempt to bring 
further population into any country where the citizens are fairly prosper- 
ous and satisfied with their lot. This, however, is a superficial view. 
The Government is not actuated by any motives of philanthropy in ad- 
vertising the resources of the Canadian North-West. It is purely a 
business venture for which an ultimate satisfactory return is expected. 
It is earnestly hoped that only desirable individuals will be attracted, 
whose presence will materially aid in developing the latent resources of 
our country and.further improve the social and economical conditions of 
the population already here. 

The Canadian North-West is a country of vast extent, “only suffici- 
ently developed to reveal the immensity and possibilities of its potential 
wealth. Less than a short twenty-five years ago its white population 
could be numbered in four figures. To-day, immigration is pouring in 
at the rate of twenty thousand souls per annum. A huge stream of hu- 
manity fleeing from the grinding competition of the Old World and 
[astern States and Provinces, seeking free or cheap lands and the wider 
scope of a new field of labour. 


Boundaries 


The organized Canadian North-West Territories are bounded on the 
east by the Province of Manitoba, on the west by the Province of British 
Columbia, on the ae by the States of Montana and North Dakota 
and on the north by the Territe ory of Athabasca. These Territories con- 
sist of three pees districts, namely, Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Assiniboia. The District of Alberta covers an area of 100,000 square 
miles; Saskatchewan, 114,000 square miles; and Assiniboia, go, 340 square 
mules, making a total of 304,340 square miles, : 
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The lands are laid off in townships, practically square in form, 
bounded on the east and west sides by true meridians of longitude and 
on the north and south by chords of the circular parallels of latitude. 
The tiers of townships are numbered from one upwards, commencing 
at the International boundary, and lie in ranges from east to west, num- 
bered in regular order westward from certain standard lines called prin- 
crpal meridians. Each township is subdivided into 36 sections contain- 
ing 640 acres, more or less, divided by road allowances 66 feet in 
width. Each section is in turn divided into four quarter sections of 160 
acres each, which are designated the south-east, the south-west, the north- 
east and the north-west quarters. The corners of each division are 
marked on the ground by suitable posts, rendering it an easy matter 
to locate any particular piece of land. 


Climate 


There are three questions which, in one form or other, the prespec- 
tive settler is sure to ask, and which he must have satisfactorily an- 
swered, before finally making his choice. 

1. Is the climate a healthy one? 

2. Is the winter severe?) The summer hot? 
3. Are the climatic conditions prevailing during the summer favour- 
able to agricultural operations ? 


If asked such questions in relation to the North-West Territories of 
Canada, we can truthfully reply to them categorically as follows :— 

1. Unquestionably so. The open nature of the country, clear, dry 
atmosphere and abundance of bright sunshine, its elevation (varying 
from 1,402 feet to 3,389 feet above the sea level) and the fresh breezes 
which blow across its plain, all tend to make it one of the healthiest 
countries in the world. There is an entire absence of malaria, and there 
is no disease peculiar to the country. The western portions of the 
country have attained a considerable reputation as health resorts, par- 
ticularly for persons of consumptive tendencies, and many who haye 
found life a burden through delicacy of constitution in other countries 
have “renewed their youth like the eagle” by a few months’ residence 
in our beneficent climate, 


2. Is the winter severe? At times and at places it is. That is to 
say, between about the 15th of December and the 15th of March the 
thermometer frequently registers a temperature considerably below zero, 
as may be seen by the subjoined table. At this period also storms, 


known locally as’ blizzards,” occasionally oceur. During such, how- 


ever, very low. temperatures rarely prevail. | Having stated this,. the 
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worst has been said. With the aid of comfortable houses and proper 
clothing and furs, the North-West settler defies the winter at its worst. 


The average weather during the winter in Eastern Assiniboia, 
Northern Alberta and Saskatchewan is clear, calm and cold, with intense 
bright sunshine. The snow, which never falls to more than a few 
inches in depth on the prairies, becomes dry and powdery. Under such 
circumstances life is enjoyable and healthful. The average settler is a 
cheery soul and fond of social gatherings and amusements for which 
the winter, which suspends most agricultural work, affords many oppor- 
tunities. Low temperatures in winter in this dry climate cause no incon- 
vemence unless accompanied by high winds, which is not often the case. 
The immigrant may prove this conclusively by watching the rosy-faced 
schcol children rolling each other in the dry, powdery snow on a fine 
winter day when the thermometer perhaps stands several degrees below 
zero. 


The winter in Southern Alberta and Western Assiniboia is a season 
of bright, cloudless days, infrequent and scanty snowfalls and frequens 
and prolonged breaks of warm weather, heralded by the chinook. wind. 
Waggons are used during the entire year, and it is only in occasional sea- 
sons that sleighs are necessary for brief periods. In January and the 
early part of February there are sometimes short periods of cold, sharp 
weather. Heavy snowstorms have at times covered the prairie more 
than a foot deep, but this is very exceptional. The winter generally 
breaks up in February with a grand blowing of the warm wind from 
the west, followed by a period of from one to three weeks of warm, 
bright weather, the beginning of Southern Alberta’s spring. The earl- 
iest spring flowers appear in March. In April follow false indigo, shoot- 


‘ing stars and violets, and in May the evening primroses, vetches and 


Iupines are in their glory. May is generally fine, warm and _ bright, 
June and, the earlier part of July rainy, the remainder of July, August, 
September, October and generally November warm and dry. The sum- 
mer, July to September, is characterized by hot days, relieved by a never- 
failing breeze, and cool nights, but the warm golden days of autumn, 
often lasting well into December, are the glory of the year. The grand 
characteristic of the climate as a. whole, and the one on which the 
weather hinges, is the chinook wind, so called because it blows from 
the region formerly inhabited by the Chinook Indians on the banks of 
the lower Cohimbia river. It is a warm, dry wind, blowing from the 
mountains across the plains, and its principal characteristic is its power 
ef rapidly melting the snow, or almost it might be said, of drying it up, 
as frequently. no water runs from it. To it is due the pleasing dryness 
of every hollow on the prairie, even the deepest eh or prairie ta- 
vines. The effect of this wind in winter may be described as little 
short of miraculous, in its clearing away of the snow, always scanty in 
amount, with amazing celerity. A gale from the north will blow for a 


th 


day or two, powdering the prairie with drifted snow, and at times 
sending the cattle, horses and wild game to the shelter the coulees, or 
prairie ravines, afford. Then the wind lulls, and a breeze from the west 


springs up. Jt is the warm chinook, in balmy contrast to the biting 


eastern or northern snow gales. A few hours suffice for the disappear- 
ance of all traces of the snow, and the cattle and horses are once more 
dispersed over the ranges, feeding on the hay provided by nature. for 
the herds and flocks during winter in this favoured land. 

The same cause which obivates the inconvenience which might un- 
der other circumstances arise from low temperatures in winter, namely, 
the dryness of the atmosphere, also operates in the settler’s favour in 
summer time, permitting of a rapid radiation of the heat communicated 
to the land by the intensely powerful rays of the sun in our cloudless 


skies. It thus happens that however extreme the temperature may be 


during the day (and as will be seen from the subjoined table, the ther- 
mometer sometimes rises to over 106° in the shade), the nights are always 
cool, allowing of perfect rest. Of course, such extremely high tempera- 
tures are exceptional, but it will be seen that temperatures of over 100° in 


the shade are by nomeans uncommon. Here again the dryness of the. 


atmosphere is individually helpful, by rendering the cooling action of 
perspiration, Nature’s great safeguard, most effective. The writer is 
not aware that any case 1s on record of deaths in the Territories directly 
attributable to.excessive heat, while; on the other hand, only a few weeks 
aco, we read in our newspapers that no fewer than 250 persons perished 


in one day in the city of New York from excessive heat. The highest 


temperature recorded there at that time was 99.8°. . 

3." In replying to the question, “Are the climatic conditions. preyail- 
ing during the summer favourable to agricultural operations ?” the matter 
of rainfall is, of course, of first importance in non-irrigable sections. 
I’rom the statement given below it will be seen that the normal. precipi- 
tation in the Territories does not differ largely from that of ‘the State 
of Montana, directly to the south; but it may be stated that of late 
years there would seem to be a distinct tendency toward increased pre- 
cipitation in the Territories, . 

Tables are subjoined showing the highest temperatures, the lowest 
temperatures, and the mean temperatures, during the whole year for the 
last five years, and the total annual precipitation for the last ten years, all 
isr well distributed points. 

It only remains to add that in such a vast extent of territory, with 
so many vatying local conditions, the climate cannot be expected to be 
uniform, But each portion ofthe country has its own peculiar advan- 
tages in the way of climate, and the settler can select for himself that 
portion of the country for his home, where the conditions are likely to be 


most favourable to. the particul ar line of farming which he wishes to - 


follow, 
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The following statement shows’ the normal annual rainfall at the above-mentioned 
points, and also at points in the State of Montana : 
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System of Government and Taxation 


In addition to the Federal Government at Ottawa, which has juris- 
diction over the public domain, Indians and natural resources of the Ter- 
ritories, and administers customs, postal and other national services, 
there is in the Canadian North-West Territories, as in the Provinces 
composing the Dominion of Canada, a Legislative Assembly consisting 
. thirty-one members, which exercises control over all local matters. 

‘he Executive Council at present consists of three members, each hay- 
“ a seat in the Legislature. 

Government ‘in the Territories is distinctly by the people. Any per- 
son who is a British subject, either by birth or naturalization, and who 
has attained the full age of twenty-one years, has resided in the North- 
West Territories for at least twelve months, and in the electoral district 
for at least three months, is entitled to vote, both in Territorial and in 
Dominion elections. 

The public service of the North-West T erritories is divided into 
the following departments: Agriculture, Education, Public Works, 
Attorney-General’s, Secretary of State’s and Treasury. The Legislature 
expends money for public works, administration of justice, education, 
acricultural societies, encouraging importation of pure- -bred stock, agri- 
cultural experimental work, ~collection of statistics, farmers’ institute 
work, destruction of noxious weeds and animals, aid to public hospitals, 
and for the care of deaf and dumb and incurable patients. 

No expensive system of municipal or county org anization has been 
introduced into the Canadian North-West. There is instead a simple 
and economical law in eperation, known as The Local Improvement 


Ordinance, under which districts of varying area are organized. [tach 


quarter section of land, consisting of 160 acres, owned or occupied, is 
taxed to the extent of $2.00 to $2.50 per annum.. The only other tax 
levied is that for schools. The total tax for all purposes on a quarter 
section seldom exceeds $7.00 to $8.co per annum, and in those portions 
of the country where the settlers have not yet decided to form school 
districts the total taxation per quarter section is only from $2.00 to $2.50 
per annum. 


Educational Facilities 


The public school system established in the Territories is well 
abreast of the times. Its management is vested in one of the Ministers 
of the Government assisted by an Educational Council of five app ointed 
members. The. organization of school districts is optional with the 
settlers, Districts formed cannot exceed five miles in length or breadth 
and must contain at least four actual residents and twelve children be- 
tween the ages of five and sixteen. In almost every locality where these 
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conditions exist schools have sprung up. At present there are some six 
luindred and fifty districts in existence. It is expected that between 
seventy-five and one hundred new districts will be formed during the 
vear 1901. The cost of maintaining schools is moderate owing to the 
liberal assistance given by the Government. Taxes vary from $3.09 to 
$S.oo per quarter section, while the Government grants paid to each 
yearly school amount to from $300 to $350. . Each teacher employed 
must have a certificate of a recognized standard of education issued by 
the State, and, in addition, must present evidence of having received 
Normal training. A thorough system of inspection has been inaugu- 
rated, each school being usually visited twice during the year. The In- 
spectors are not elected but are appointed by the Government on account 
of their special aptitude for the duties they have to perform. In the 
schools of the larger towns the higher branches of study are taught and 
pupils are prepared for University matriculation and Teachers’ certifi- 
cates. Uniform State examinations for Teachers’ certificates are held 
annually at convenient points. The people of the Territories take a 


keen interest in their schools. The Government has always given the 


school problem its first consideration, with the result that a system has 
been established which leading authorities admit provides as practical an 
education as can be obtained in the older Provinces of Canada or the 
United States. 

Summed up, the leading features of the Territorial system are :— 
Government control, freed from political interference. 
Liberal Government aSsistance. 
Comparatively light taxation. 
A. very practical course of studies. 
Thorough supervision by competent inspectors. 
Trained teachers and uniform State examinations. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


Assiniboia 


The Provisional District of Assiniboia lies between the Province of 
Manitoba and the District of Alberta and south of the District of Sas- 
katchewan, and extends north from the International boundary to the 
52nd parallel of latitude, containing an area of about fifty-eight million 
acres. It contains two great natural divisions — Eastern and Western 
Assiniboia— each. of which has its own peculiar characteristics — the 
former being essentially a wheat-growing and mixed farming country, 
while the latter is especially adapted for ranching, 
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Eastern Assiniboia 


This is known as the park country of the Canadian North-West. 
The general aspect of the country is rolling prairie, dotted over with 
clumps of trees usually found bordering lakes, streams and meadows; 
in the hollows grow the heavy luxuriant grasses where the farmer ob- 
tains his supply of winter hay. The prinicpal grains grown are wheat - 
and oats. All kinds of roots, too, are a sure crop. The soil is so rich 
that no fertilizers are necessary, so that in this direction a large amount 
of time and money is saved. Nowhere can farming be done more 
easily, and nowhere can the frugal, earnest and industrious man start on 
a smaller capital. 

Eastern Assiniboia is par excellence the wheat-growing district of 
the Canadian North-West, in fact, its fame is travelling abroad and it is 
gradually becoming known as one of the greatest wheat-producing sec- 
tions of the American continent. The following are the reasons for the 
reputation of this district for wheat raising :— 

t. It has a soil particularly rich in the food required for the wheat 
plant. 

2. A climate under which the plant comes to maturity with great 
rapidity. . 

3. On aceount of its northern latitude, it receives an abundance of 
sunshine during the period of growth. 

4. Absence of rust due to dryness of climate. 

5. Absence of insect foes. 

G&. Absence of noxious weeds. 

These conditions are especially favourable to the growth of the hard, 
‘fliinty wheat of the Scotch Fyfe variety, for which this district is fam- 
ous, so highly prized by millers all the world over, giving it a value of 
trom Toc. to 25c. a bushel over the softer varieties grown in Europe, © 
the older parts of Canada and the United States. 

The Moosomin District is included in the country lying between the 
Manitoba boundary on the east, the lovely valley of the Qu’Appelle 
River on the north, the Pipestone Creek, a perfect paradise for cattle, on 
the south, and the second meridian on the west. The Qu’Appelle District 
is that section which lies immediately west of the Moosomin District to 
the height of land round to the Beaver Hills and south almost to the In- 
ternational boundary line. Included in this area are the fertile Pheasant 
Plains. The subsoil is generally sandy clay, covered with about 12 to 
18 inches of black vegetable mould, which, after the second ploughing, 
makes a fine seed bed, easy to work, and of the most productive nature. 
Generally speaking, these remarks apply to all the eastern part of the 
district. The Beaver Hills and the Touchwood Hills in the northern 
part are especially well adapted for stock raising. The stretch of coun- 
try in the south-eastern portion of the district is attracting a large num- 
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ber of settlers. Here there are over forty townships practically unsett- 
led and available for homestead entry. A portion of this area is rolling 
prairie, suitable for mixed farming, and the remainder is unexcelled 
wheat land. Water is plentiful at a depth of from to to 20 feet, and 
timber is abundant in the Moose Mountains, coal also being easily and 
cheaply obtainable at the Souris coal fields. Those who have settled 
there have erected substantial buildings, have plenty of stock, and many 
of them have good bank accounts. There has never been a sheriff's or 
bailiff’s sale in this part of Eastern Assiniboia. Between 500 and 600 
farmers located in this section in 1899, and there is room for 5,000 more 
homesteaders, while railway lands are cheap and plentiful. The exten- 
sion of the Pipestone branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway, which has 
been completed to Arcola during the present year, renders readily ac- 
cessible this large and desirable territory. 

Eastern Assiniboia offers an opening to the man of limited means, if 
he is prepared to work and exercise economy. After a year or two of 
hard work he ought to find himself in possession of a home all his own, 
free from the harrassing conditions of a rented or mortgaged farm. 


Western Assinibota 


The easterly portion of this section very much resembles Eastern 
Assiniboia and oceupies already a prominent place as a wheat-producing 
district. With Regina and Moose Jaw as their centres, are two large 
areas, 50 by 90 miles, admirably suited for mixed farming. From Swift 
Current Creek west, the region is fully equal to any district in the 
west as a stock country. It is every where thickly covered with a good 
growth of RuALONS grasses—the grass is usually the short crisp variety, 
known as “buffalo grass,” which becomes to all appearances dry 
about mid-summer, but still remains green and growing at the roots and 
forms excellent pasture both in winter and summer. The rapidity 
with which poor, emaciated animals brought from the east get sleek and 
fat on the buffalo grass of the plains is amazing. There is an abund- 
ence of fuel in the coal seams that are exposed in many of the val- 
leys. The climate of this district is the finest on the continent of America. 
The number cf hours of sunshine during the year is marfv ellous 
and renders out-of-door work pleasant and convenient at any season, 
The tenderest garden plants, such as tomatoes, corn, etc., are grown suc- 
cessfully in the western portion of this district almost every year. The 
snowfall is light, the climate is tempered by the Chinook winds, and 
water and shelter are everywhere abundant. 

The two most important stock centres in Western Assiniboia are 

Maple Creek and Medicine Hat, both situated north of the famous Cy- 
press Hills, which may be dimly seen from the railway. These hills are 
especially adapted for stock raising, and as the country is too rough anc 
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broken to make general farming on an extensive scale a certainty, the 
grass land that nature has so bountifully provided will not likely be dis- 
turbed by the plough, thus giving to the farmer on the plains adjoining 
never-failing hay meadows and unlimited pasture ground for his stock. 

Irrigation is quite extensively practised in the Maple Creek coun- 
try. An abundant supply of moisture, coupled with the favourable cli- 
matic conditions, have produced crop results in this district difficult to 
equal anywhere. The Maple Creek range has for years enjoyed the re- 
putation of being the most’ profitable in the Territories. It is a fact, be- 
yond any doubt, that nearly all the men who settled there years ago and 
engaged in stock raising with limited means have now accumulated 
small fortunes. 

The ranching country tributary to Medicine Hat covers an area of 
some 150 miles in width by 300 miles from north to south. A very im- 
portant feature in connection with ranching. is an abundant supply oi 
running water, and certainly this district has been generously endowed 
in this respect. The district is traversed by the South Saskatchewan, 
the Bow and Red Deer Rivers, also by Ross, Seven Persons, Gros Ventre, 
Plume and Bull Head Creeks on the northern watershed, and Willow and 
Battle Creeks and Milk River to the south. The district is also dotted 
with numerous lakes and springs. Soil and climatic conditions here are 
largely identical with those prevailing in the Maple Creek district. 

Parties in search of land for stock raising in Western Assiniboia arc 
advised to examine the country south-west of Swift Current Station, 
along the Swift Current Creek, south and west of Gull Lake, south of 
Maple Creek, the valley of Mackay Creek that flows north from the hills 
and south of Irvine and Dunmore, where connection is again made with 
_the Canadian Pacific Railway system. The country along the Red Deer 
River, north of the railway, is also largely vacant, although a consider- 
able number of stockmen have taken up locations there during the last 
year or two, 


Chief Towns in Assiniboia 


The principal town of Assiniboia is Regina, the provisional capital 
of the North-West Territories. It is the market town for a large, well- 
scttled and prosperous, wheat-growing district. There are many fine 
stores, flour mill, elevators, electric light plant, and a complete drainage 
system. Here is situated the legislative buildings of the North-West 
Government, the official residence of the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
headquarters of the celebrated force known as the North-West Mounted 
Police, whose duties are the maintenance of law and order throughout 
the Territories. Among other public offices situated here are a court 
house, jail, land office, registry office, Indian Industrial School. ~All im- 
portant buildings are of brick. There are churches representing all the 
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leading denominations, a fine hospital, and two large and handsome pub- 
lic schools, in one of which normal school sessions are held. The popu- 
lation ig about 2,6c0.. A branch railroad runs north from this point, 
crossing the Qu’Appelle Valley, to Prince Albert on the north branch of 
the Saskatchewan, the principal town of the provisional district of Sas- 
hatchewan. Regina has three newspapers. and two chartered banks. 

Moosomin, which, with the exception of Fleming, is the most east- 
erly point in the Territories on the main line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, is a charming town, prettily situated among poplar bluffs. It 
is the centre of a fine district in which all kinds of farming are success- 
fully carried on. There are two newspaper offices and many fine public 
buildings and stores, including a court house and bank. 

Broadview is a divisional point on the railway. Near_it is situated 
a large Indian reservation. Gienfell, Whitewood, Wolseley and Sinta- 
fata are thriving towns, the business centres of extensive wheat-growing 
districts. Qu’Appelle Station is situated among poplar woods and is the 
shipping point for the cattle and horse ranching country in the Touch- 


wood and File Hills districts. Eighteen miles north of this lies the vil- . 


lage of Fort Ou’Appelle, situated in a lovely piece of country and in 
close proximity to the Ou’Appelle Lakes, which are becoming a favourite 
summer camping ground. During the shooting season these lakes teem 
with wild fowl. | 

Indian Head may be regarded as the leading wheat town of the Ter- 
ritories, the country tributary being apparently particularly adapted to 
the growing of this cereal.. Seven. large grain elevators and a mill are 
sitnated here and a large amount of business is done in the town, whicli 
is rapidly increasing in size and importance. One of the features of tke 
locality is the Agricultural Experimental. Farm maintained: by the Do- 
tinion Government, which is a most valuable institution to the farmers 
throughout the eastern portion of the Territories. 

Yorkton and Saltcoats are the leading towns in the north-eastern 
portion of the Territories, where mixed farming is largely carried on. 
The cattle industry is assuming large proportions in this district, the 
shipments from Yorkton having increased from 3,895 head in 1899 to 
5760 head in ‘1g00, | 

Gainsboro, Carievale, Carnduff, Oxbow and Alameda are the prin- 
cipal points on the south-eastern branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
At Estevan this branch makes connection with the Soo Line. Esteven 
is the shipping point for the coal mines of the Souris coal fields, whic?! 
iorm part of the immense lignite deposits of the Territories. This coai 
is rapidly improving in quality, and as it is moderate in price a continu- 
wly mereasing market is being found for it. 

Moose Jaw is an important railway centre on the main line situated 
ahout 42 miles west of Regina, and has a population of about 1,800. 
This is the northern terminus of the Seo Railway,-which affords direct 


communication with United States points by way of St. Paul. A feature 
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of Moose Jaw is the beautiful gardens maintained by the railway com- 
pany. About 25 miles north lies Butialo Lake, in the Valley of the Qu’- 
Appelle, which in the fall is a perfect sportsman’s paradise and attracts 
shooting parties from the eastern Provinces of Canada as well as from 
the United States. , 

On the Soo Line are two promising villages, Weyburn and Yellow 
Grass, which, within the last two or three years, have been the objective 
points of a very extensive immigration. North of Regina, on the Prince 
Albert branch, is Lumsden, which is now an important wheat centre, 
possessing four elevators. 

Further west on the main line is Maple Creek, the first town of im- 
portance in the stock country proper, which extends west to the foot of 
the Rockies. 3 

Medicine Hat, the principal town of Western Assinibota, promises 


to become the leading manufacturing town of the West. It is situated 


on the south branch of the mighty Saskatchewan River. It has a com- 
plete waterworks system, is lighted and heated by natural gas. A fine 


general hospital is located here. The town is a railway divisional point. This 


town is the north-easterly terminus of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway, 
which has been in operation for several years and is now completed to 
Kootenay Lake, where steamer connection is for the present made with 
the Canadian Pacific Railway system in Southern British Columbia. By 
the use of car ferries, freight for these mining regions reaches its destina- 
tion without breaking bulk. (Immense deposits of coal, which is par- 
ticularly adapted for cooking, were made available by the construction 
of this failway. 


Saskatchewan 


Saskatchewan, lying north of Assiniboia, is the largest and most 
central of the three provisional districts, which were carved out of the 
Territories by the Dominion Parliament in 1882. — Its area is 114,000 
square miles. In shape it is an oblong parallelogram, which extends 
from Nelson River, Lake Winnipeg, and the western boundary of Mani- 
toba, on the east, to the 112th degree of west longitude on the west, and 
lies between the s2nd and 55th parallels of north latitude. It is almost 
centrally divided by the main Saskatchewan River, which is altogether 
within the district, and by its principal branch, the North Saskatchewan, 
most of whose navigable length lies within its boundaries. It includes 
in the south a small proportion of the great plains, and in its general 
superficial features may be described as a mixed prairie and wooded 
region, abounding in water and natural hay, and well suited by climate 
and soil for the raising of wheat, horned cattle and sheep. It may, in 
act, be described as the Ontario of ‘the North-West, its prairies cor- 
responding to the cleared portions of that Province, whilst its timber 
areas to the north give it a like value in the industrial feature. It is the 
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wheat-growing district, too, which lies nearest to Hudson’s Bay. 
Settlement is at present chiefly in the Prince Albert, Rosthern, Duck 
Lake, Shell River, Batoche, Stony Creek, Carlton, Carrot River, Puck- 
abn, Birch Hills, The Forks, St. Laurent, St. Louis de Langevin, Dom- 
remy and the Battleford distficts, in nearly all of which there is a great 
area of the best land open for free selection to homesteaders, 1. e., settlers 
who take up land to cultivate and live upon it. In the Battleford district 
stock raising is gradually becoming the predominant industry. The en- 
tire country is peopled with C Canadians, Americans, Germans, Scotch, 
English and old country French. In every settlement there are churches 
and good schools. In a great measure, that which may be said of one 
district, applies equally to the others. The crops consist of wheat, oats, 
barley, flax and potatoes. Turnips and all kinds of vegetables are raised 
successfully. Oats are now being grown extensively, there being a de- 
mand for this cereal in the district, and there has never been a total fail- 
ure of crops. Settlers enjoy a good steady home market, in which they 
realize good prices for their products. The district is well supplied with 
good roads, and they are easily kept open, winter and summer. Wild 
iruits of nearly every variety—strawberry, raspberry, gooseberry, blue- 
berry, high bush cranberry, black currants, etc —grow in profusion, and 
small game is plentiful. ; 
The country is remarkably well adapted for stock raising, and large 
shipments of cattle and sheep are made annually in gradually increasing 
numbers. In fact, the better this district becomes known, the more its 
fitness for that purpose becémes apparent. Immense tracts of hay land 
are not only to be found south of the Saskatchewan, capable of sustain- 
ing countless herds, but on the north side there are areas of rich pastur- 
-age. Fresh water is everywhere abundant, and the country, being more 
or less wooded, affords ample protection to the stock, which, however, 
must be fed, and should be sheltered from three to four months every _ 
winter. For bands of from 300 to 500 head it is unsurpassed. Horses 

winter out well, and can, therefore, be kept in large bands. 


Chief Towns of Saskatchewan 


Prince Albert, with a population of over 2,000, is the chief town of: - 
nis Territorial division. It is beautifully situated on the south bank of 
he North Saskatchewan and is in. the centre of an extensive farming 
istrict. A branch line runs between it and Regina. It is also the 
prospective terminus of the north-western branch of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, running from Portage la Prairie in Manitoba. The Canadian 
Northern road, running from the same place, is also being built towards 
it. The town was incorporated in 1886, is lighted by electricity, and is 
well supplied with stores, churches, schools, three saw mills, two large 
grist mills, with a capacity of 100 barrels per day each, two large brew- 
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eries, newspapers, etc. An evaporated vegetable factory was started in 
1897, and affords a good market for garden stuff. It is a divisional 
centre of the Mounted Police. 

Battleford (population about 600) is another well-situated town on 
the delta of the Battle River, west of Prince Albert, which has a saw 
inill, police post, Indian Industrial School, good hotels, etc. It is in the 
centre of a good cattle country. 

Duck Lake, on the railway, 4o miles from Prince Albert, is a thriv- 
ing town, being the centre of a good agricultural district. It has a grain 
elevator and a grist mill. ! 

_ Rosthern is a new town, at which two grain elevators and roller mills 
have been erected. 

Saskatoon is an older place on the line of railway from which the 
Battleford district is reached. A large creamery is operated at that point. 


Alberta 


The District of Alberta, the great stock raising, dairy farming, agri- 
cultural and mineral country, situated at the base of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, embraces an area almost as large as that of England. Scotland and 
Ireland. It offers rare inducements to those who contemplate seeking 
new homes. The practical farmer and stockman, as well as the capitalist, 
tourist and health-seeker will find in Alberta a country possessing all the 
essentials for profitable investment of labour and capital, enjoyment of 
sport and recuperation of health. Although but vet in its infant years, 
the fame of Alberta has extended to many remote lands, and the in- 
habitants of Alberta are cosmopolitan in every sense. Many who have 
come out with the intention of making only a brief stay, have found 
themselves attracted by its many and varied charms and have decided to 
remain permanently. 

Sut little was known or heard of the country at the base of the 
Rocky Mountains, now designated Alberta, until the advent of the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway in 1883. Since then steady progress has been the 
watchword, And the rapid strides of advancement made in developing 
the ranching and mineral interests of the district are simply astonishing. 
ip to 1883 Alberta had no direct communic*tion with Manitoba or East- 
ern Canada. The postal service was ae ihe United States. Ameri- 
can money was in circulation, and all the necessary supplies for consump- 
tion and wear came overland from Fort Benson. The construction of 


the Canadian Pacific Railway ushered in a new era, and the plain and val- 


ley re-echoed to the hur of industry. 
Alberta is bounded on the north by the Provisional District of Atha- 
hasca, on the south by the State of Montana, on, the east by the District 


of Assiniboia, and on the west by the summit of the Rocky Mountains 
and the Province of British Columbia. A length of some 300 miles frony 
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east to west and 500 miles from north to south, it includes in its 107,700 
square miles every variety of forest and stream, grazing and agricultural 
lands, minerals and oil. In it are comprised some 45,000,000 of acres of 
the most fertile soil on the continent and some of America’s largest and 
best deposits of ‘coal, metals and petroleum. 

The district may roughly be divided into two great sections—North- 
ern Alberta, which embraces all that portion lying north of township 35, 
and Southern Alberta, comprising the remainder. Northern Alberta is 
specially adapted to farming with stock raising as an adjunct, while 
Southern Alberta is at present chiefly devoted to stock raising, consider- 
able farming being, however, done, largely under irrigation. 


Northern Alberta 


The town of Edmonton, which is about the centre of Northern Al- 
berta, is in latitude 53 deg. 29 min. north, and longitude 113 deg. 4a 
min. west. It is, therefore, situated as far south as Dublin in Ireland, 
Liverpool and York in England, Hamburg in Germany, further south 
than any part of Scotland, Denmark, Norway or Sweden, and 455 miles 
further south than St. Petersburg, the capital of Russia. 

The scenery of Northern Alberta is of varied beauty. No stern, 


tugged and awful mountains, nor long, dead monotony of flat, treeless 
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prairie, strain the vision here. Level and rolling prairie, clad in grass 
and flowers, dotted with groves of aspen, poplar and spruce, delight the 
eye. Lakes and ponds reflect the bright blue skies above, and the deep 
and magnificent valleys of the great Saskatchewan and other smaller, 
but not less beautiful, water courses lend boldness to the landscape. Not 
oily when in verdure clad-is“the country lovely, for the white raiments 
of winter lend to the prospect a new and additional charm, 2 
Within the borders of Northern Alberta is a practically ilimitable 
area of the most fertile land, well timbered and well watered. The dis- 
trict has a clear, equable and healthful climate, which makes it pleasant 
to live in. The surface of the country is gently undulating, and through 
the centre of the district the Saskatchewan River flows in a bed 200 feet 
below the level: Wood and prairie alternate irregularly. In some parts 
there are large plains free from timber and in others great areas of woods 
composed of large trees. The soil consists of a layer of from one to 
three feet of black vegetable mould, with little or no mixture of sand or 
eravel, bearing a growth of wild vegetation of a luxuriance seen in’ no 
other part of the Territories, and indeed seldom seen anywhere outside 
of the tropics. It is peculiar to this section of the country that the 
black mould is deeper on its knolls and ridges than in the hollows. 
With a soil of such depth and fertility, it is not wonderful that in good 
seasons a yield of oats of 100 to 114 weighed bushels to the acre has 
not been uncommon. Barley will readily yield 60 bushels and wheat 


over 40, and potatoes of from two to three potinds weight are not a 
rarity. Live stock of all kinds is raised extensively, including horses of 
all grades, from heavy draught to Indian ponies, horned cattle, sheep, 
pigs and poultry. Native horses do well without stabling all the year 
round, 3 | 

Coal of excellent quality is found throughout the whole district, be- 
ing eae on the cut banks of the Saskatchewan, Sturgeon, White 
Mud and other streams in abundance, and is procurable at from 6¢ 
cents to 75 cents a load by the settler hauling it from the mine himself, 
and is delivered in the towns at from $1.50 to $2.50 per ton. Settlers 
can supply themselves by paying a fee ranging from Io cents to 20 
cents a ton in some localities. There is plenty of wood for building 
material, and fuel in almost every part of the district. Gold is found in 
the bars and benches of the Saskatchewan, Macleod, Athabasca, Smoky 
and other rivers in small but paying quantities, and some settlers after 
seeding, when the water is low, turn miners and make from $1.50 to $4.00 
per day. 

Whilst the Calgary & Edmonton branch of the Canadian Pacific 
Company’s transcontinental railway is that which now connects the dis- 
trict with the commerce of the world, it is not the only commercial route 
for the exports of the district. Starting at the end of the Edmon- 
ton and Athahasca waggon road (90 miles long), the navigable waters 
of the great Mackenzie basin flow north for 2,000 miles to the Arctic 
Ocean. On this immense route on which steamboats ply, and its end- 
less tributaries, there exists a large and growing demand for agricul- 
tural products in exchange for the rich furs and peltries of this great 
fur preserve of Canada. Upwards of $100,000 worth of these furs are 
annually marketed in Edmonton, and this sum does not include the much 
‘larger collection of the Hudson’s Bay Company, whose posts still prac- 
tically control the trade of that great wilderness. 

On account of its agricultural resources and its ready markets there- 
for, by its gold and coal, by its climate and beauty, by its geographical 
pesition at which so many important natural routes converge, Northern 
Alberta attracted settlers, who had a centinent to choose from, even be- 
fore the advent of railways. 


Southern Alberta . 


Rolling eastward from the Rocky Mountains, the foothills extend 
fcr some 20 miles before they merge gradually into the undulations of 
the vast prairie plateau of Southern Alberta. This plateau is the coun- 
try of the great cattle and horse ranches, the finest region for stock rai: 
ing on the whole continent, carpeted as it is, over all its extent, with 
thick and luxuriant grasses, comprising numerous species and varieties 
and including the well-known “ buffalo” and “bunch” grasses, which, 
once the favourite food of the buffalo, are now as eagerly sought by the 
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On Circle Ranch, Southern Alberta 


cattle that have succeeded the buffalo in what was for ages their favourite 
grazing ground. The climate is so mild that the stock need no shelter, 
summer or winter. The whole region is: marked by van equable temper- 
ature, with freedom from rapid and extreme fluctuations in the growing 
season. The soil is fertile and deep, varying from a rich sandy to a 
clay loam, and is thoroughly adapted to the growing of all classes of 
cereals, cultivated grasses and vegetables. 

The lightness of the rainfall in some years has hitherto been the 
sole and only drawback which has prevented the realization of the im- 
mense possibilities of the richly fertile soil, the mild and equable climate, 
and the markets for its products afforded by the rapidly developing 
niuning regions of East and West Kootenay. Soil, climate, location, all 
these have been calling together for the magical touch of intelligent 
human enterprise and industry to supply the only thing needed, that is 
to say, water, which is now available in great abundance. The broad 
plains of Southern Alberta, rich in the fertility of the soil, are watered 
new by a large number of irrigation ditches and canals, and the occa- 
sional lightness of the rainfall thus stands no longer in the way of this 
great district becoming a land teeming with prosperous farmers. 

On this vast grassy expanse of prairie, stretching away, sometimes 
in a smooth floor extending for league after league, oftenest with its 
surface gently undulating, swell after swell to the horizon, some 200,000. 
head of cattle and large bands of horses and sheep run at large both 
summer and winter. The abyndant, luxuriant grasses are highly nutri- 
tious, and they cure on the stem, the cattle being knee-deep in hay all 
through the winter, and April finding them rolling in fat on the ranges. 
Winter rarely sets in before the end of December and lasts some ten 


weeks, the light snowfalls soon disappearing before the prevalent chi- 


nook winds. 
~ Chief Towns 


Calgary is a bright and busy. city with a population of about 5,000, 
which is rapidly increasing. It is situated at the confluence of the Bow 
and IIbow Rivers, about 70 miles east of the Rocky Mountains. It is 
the centre of the northern ranching districts of Southern Alberta, and 
supplies many of the smaller mining towns to the west. It is built 
principally of sandstone, and is at the junction of the Calgary & Ed- 
monton branches with the main line of the Canadian Pacific’ Railway. 
It is an important station of the Mounted Police, and in a variety of 
ways does a large and increasing business. It has waterworks, electric 
light, several banks, first-class hotels, grain eleyator, flour mill, brewery, 
several churches, two large hospitals, public and private schools, cream- 
ery, extensive abbatoir, cold storage and excellent stores, Some four 
miles south of Calgary is situated the agricultural experimental station, 

under irrigation, maintained by the Territorial Government. 
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Edmonton, on the north bank of the Saskatchewan, is the market 


‘town for the farmers, traders, miners, etc., on the north side of the 


Saskatchewan, and for the trade of the great Mackenzie basin, and, like 
Calgary, is an outfitting place for those taking the inland route to the 
Peace River and other gold-bearing streams in the Rocky Mountains. 
It is a prosperous town with a population of 3,000, is lighted by elec- 
tricity and has all the modern adjuncts of thriving towns. [dmonton 
has four branches of chartered. banks, two flour mills, planing factory, 
pork packing factory, two breweries, two brick-yards, six churches, two 
hospitals, four newspapers, public schools, and every branch of business 
is represented. ‘There are five coal mines near the town. 

Strathcona (formerly South Edmonton), on the south pank of the 
Saskatchewan (population 1,250), and the present northern terminus of 
the Calgary & Edmonton Railway, is another rising centre, where good 
hotel accommodation, stores, creamery, flour and oatmeal mills, tannery, 
banks, four grain elevators, carriage, foundry and machine shops, and 
pump factory, etc., are established. It has several churches and a public 
school, 

Fort Saskatchewan, 20 miles east of Edmonton, is the headquarters 
for the Mounted Police in that district, and the distributing point for 
the Beaver Hills and Vermillion region and St. Albert, 9 miles north- 
east of Edmonton, is the site of the Roman Catholic Mission. 

Leduc, 18 miles south of Edmonton, on Leduc Lake, is the centre 
of one of the most prosperous and well-settled farming districts of Al- 
berta. It has stores, churches, two grain elevators, etc., and its growth 
during 1899 was phenomenal. 

Wetaskiwin is the busiest town between Edmonton and Calgary, 
and possesses some good stores, creamery, grain elevator, hotels, etc. It 
is the market for the Beaver Lake and Battle River settlements. 

Ponoka, between Wetaskiwin and Lacombe, is the centre of a new 
settlement which attracted a large number of settlers during the past year. 

Lacombe is 20 miles north of Red Deer in the centre of a rich and 
well-settled farming country, and is the market town for the Buffalo Lake 
district. It has a saw and a grist mill, grain houses, creamery, etc. 

Red Deer, on the river of the same name, half-way between Cal- 
gary and Edmonton, is in the centre of a fine stock Country, there being 
several large ranches in the vicinity. 

Innisfail is a prettily situated and very prosperous town, 76 miles 
north of Calgary, with several stores, hotels, creamery and a grist mill. 

Olds is a rising town, 55 miles north of Calgary, around which 
there is a well-settled country. 

Okotoks and High River are centres of a large cattle range, from 
which extensive shipments are made. 

Macleod (population 1,200), on Qld Man’s River, at the southern 
terminus of the Calgary & Edmonton Railway, and an important station 
on the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway Line, is the chief centre of business 
pe a 


and headquarters for the great ranching industry of Southern Alberta. 


Pincher Creek, in the foothills of the Rockies, is a thriving village ° 


ef about 250 population, in the centre of an excellent stock country. 
Lethbridge (population 2,500), on the Crow’s Nest Line of the 
C. P.R., situated about 30 miles east of Macleod, is a coal mining town 
deing a good business, with large stores and several public buildings. 
With the construction of very extensive irrigation works to the west and 
south of Lethbridge, a large area of excellent land, tributary to the 
town, has become available for settlement, and is rapidly being disposed 
of to actual settlers. This is'an important coal mining centre, over five 
hundred hands being employed in connection with the Galt mines. 
Practically the whole of Assiniboia and Southern Alberta is supplied 
with soft coal from this source. 
Cardston, on Lee’s Creek, 15 miles from the boundary, is the centre 
of a well-settled and prosperous district. . 
Banff is a health resort of world-wide reputation, with several warm 
sulphur springs. Immediately to the east are Anthracite and Canmore, 


both important coal mining towns. At the former are situated the fam- 
ous Canadian Anthracite coal mines, 





Opinions of Homeseekers 


a 
Winnipeg, 15th July, 1901. 
Dear Sir: As delegates from Manchester, Washtenaw Co., Michigan, we visited 
the North-West Territories with a view to ascertaining whether the reports in circu- 
lation as to its being a good field for settlement were reliab'e and true, or not. We 
trust from our report that anyone reading same may find something that will 
encourage them to come and partake of the good things offering in this great terri- 
tory. This is certainly the only term we can apply to it, after a rather le 
trip of some three weeks’ duration. 

We left home on the 24th of June, and having decided that it would be advis- 
able to look over the country thoroughly before returning, advised you to this effect 


ngthy 


on our arrival at Winnipeg. We were furnished by the railway company, at your 


request, with transportation to Edmonton, in Alberta, and Prince Albert, in Sas- 
katchewan. . Our first point of inspection was Didsbury, Alta. This part of the 
ccuntry seemed to us’ more particularly suitable for ranching and dairying. We 
visited a number of the farmers in this district, amongst others a Mr. Shantz, one 
of the good old Pennsylvania stock, although he came recently, some seven years 
ago, from Ontario, with $24.00 in his pocket. He has certainly prospered, as he 
now owns over 70 head of cattle, has a good log house framed over, also a good 
barn, and in all respects looks a thrifty and well-to-do farmer. He had some 
good crops of oats and barley. We very much regret that, owing to the wet 
weather, we could not move around as we could have desired. - 

Edmonton was our next point of view. We met a large number of well-to-do 
settlers there. Wheat and all other grains and garden produce looked splendid, 
aid promised a heavy crop. Owing to the great distance to yacant lands, we did 
not decide on anything there. We returned to Calgary and looked around this 
beautiful ranching centre, the splendid herds of cattle and sheep; however, we saw 
very little farming, Returning to Regina, we looked around the country north to 
Lumsden and Balgonte, where the crops looked very promising and heavy. Con- 
tinuing up the Regina & Long Lake road, we came to Saskatoon, on the crossing 
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of the South Saskatchewan river. The country there pleased us better than any 
we have seen. We drove out eighteen miles in a north-westerly direction through 
the Smith settlement. This is a wonderful district; the growth was splendid, all 
kinds of grain and roots were perfection. The older settlers had good buildings of 
all kinds and looked very prosperous, in fact, we came to the conclusion that we 
had found what we were looking for—a good country. While the nature of the 
soil changes, and is in some parts light,.in others stony, and again heavy, generally 
speaking it leaves nothing to be desired. Hay and water are also in abundance, 
and wood can be found along the river slopes and islands. We have decided to 
locate there, and shall certainly advise our friends to.do likewise. We also trust 
that this report may have the effect of drawing the attention of land seekers to 
this district, and can honestly advise all such to locate there. They will find a good 
thing. As farmers ourselves, from a good district in Michigan, we have come to 
the conclusion that, properly farmed, the Canadian North-West will grow almost 


anything. . Your servants, 


J. E. Brum, 
J. GruMPPeER. 





Yorkton, N..W.T., January 5, 1901. 

We, the undersigned delegates from Eden Valley, Minnesota, have just returned 
from a somewhat lengthy tour cf inspecting Dominion lands in the N. W.T., par- 
ticularly the Edmonton (Alberta) and Yorkton districts, and desire to give. you the 
following report as to the impression we have gained of the country. — 

We arrived in Calgary about the 20th of December, and although we had left 
winter in Minnesota and Manitoba, we were surprised to find beautiful warm 
weather at this point, quite equal to what we have in May in Minnesota. There 
was no snew nor trace of winter to be seen, and the climate was really splend:d. 
Horses, cattle and sheep were running out in prime condition, with plenty of feed on 
the prairie. Going north to Edmonion, we found a little snow at one or two points 
south of the Red Deer River, but nothing to speak of. We ran out of this again 
and found fine weather in Edmonton. We are impressed with this country as one 
of the finest mixed farming countries we have ever seen. The immense tracts of 
fertile lands, well sheltered and abundantly watered, leave nothing to be desired. 
Steck, as seen on the range at this season of the year, are a proof of this; their 


condition running out on the prairie is really better than that of ours stabled in the 


south. + 

After leaving Alberta, we returned east and visited the Yorkton district. It is 
to this district we are more particularly attracted. We drove out about ten miles - | 
at this point, and were gratified with the splendid samples of grain we were able to 
see; the samples and yield show the quality of the soil and climate, wheat yielding 
25 bushels, oats 60 bushels. Roots were also gocd specimens. Owing to the wet 
season, there was not much hay put up in this district, but there seemed to be an 
abundance of straw. upon which the stock were thriving. From what we have 
seen, we have decided to throw in our lot with the Yorktoners, satisfied that this 
part of the country will furnish good opportunities for anyone anxious to make the 
best of a really good country. 

THos. 7. HAGAN, 
Eden Valley, Minnesota. =, Counins. 


Edmonton, Ist July, 1901. 

We, the undersigned farm delegates from Shawnee ‘Township, Wyandotte Co., 
Kansas, left Kansas City., Mo., 18th June, 7.10 p.m, making. the trip to Winnipeg 
in 44 hours, after losing half a day at St. Paul. Laid aver in Winnipeg 16. hours, 
and took the Imperial Limited on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. for Alberta, arriving at 
Calgary in about 24 hours, a distance of 800 miles; arrived. at Edmonton at 4 p. m., 
70 hours from Kansas, including several half-hour. stops. 

The country north of Grand Forks to Winnipeg was charming and level, but 
the farther north we travelled, the richer the soil. The country from Winnipeg to 
Moosomin was about equally as good, then it became more rolling to Moose Jaw, 
with droughty looking noles in places, and good farms with good Joaking crops 





most of the way from here to Winnipeg, and excelling in places anything north of 
Kansas City. 

From Moose Jaw to the western boundary of Assiniboia is poorer soil, high 
rolling country, excellent for ranching, but no good for farming without irrigation. 
The country from the eastern boundary of Alberta to 40 miles north of Calgary is 
pretty much the same, but slightly better for farming. Then we get into the wheat 
belt proper again. It seems like one vast prairié country all the way from Kansas 
City here, with patches of bush and scrub and belts of timber along the streams. 


From Didsbury to Edmonton it is very different, being a more even country 
generally, not to say flat, and about half woods and brush, near the railway, but 
plenty of farm houses to be seen at all distances. While there are some good 
farms along the way, unfortunately for the benefit of mew-comers, this section as a 
whole seems to be settled with a poor foreign element, who do not clear up the 
brush and scrub along the railway, which makes it look wild and uninviting. This, 
added to the excessive hard rains during the last two years, fill the sloughs, holes 
and low meadows, making them look marshy, which are not so other years, from all 
reports. The farther north we go the richer and blacker the soil looks. It con- 
tains sufficient black sand to scour the plow, and no such thing as ‘‘ gumbo or 
hogwallow ” has been seen since entering Canada. Mr. S. B. Riddle said he had 
lived in 21 States of the Union, and never saw such rich black soil, that it re- 
sembles nearest of anything the black so.] of Illinois, just south of Lake Michigan, 
and the richest parts of Iowa; that he had never seen such a luxuriant growth of 
vegetables or wild thick bottom scrub as were on these wild prairies, and we all 
say we have not seen crops so far advanced and luxuriant all along the road from 
Kansas as they are in the Stony Plain country, 20 to 40 miles west of Edmonton, 
where we took a four days’ trip by team. Here we saw one farm of 800 acres, 400 
in crop with wheat and oats, and 35 acres of hulless barley as level as a lake and 
about 34 feet high, and very charming. Wheat and oats were fine, but not as far 
advanced as the barley. We never saw finer potatoes, and all vegetables were 
looking fine. 

Mrs. Kelly, a widow, said she came from South Dakota, where she had had the 
rheumatism very badly, most helpless at times, and very bad with catarrh. She 
spent two summers here, and is thoroughly cured of both by the climate, without 
medicine. She showed us oats and wheat grown on her quarter section that ex- 
celled anything we all had ever seen. 

Everyone we talked with said they were perfectly satisfied and would not go 
beck to the States. The country is fine and much better than we expected to find 
- it, and better than it was represented. Stock of all kinds is looking fine, and one 
can raise cattle or hogs at less expense here than in the United States. Mr. Seih 
had 300 hogs and other stock, besides his 35 acres of barley. Mr. Butchart com- 
menced a few years ago without a dollar and in debt, and now is clear of debt and 
has 21 head of cattle, four horses, 100 shoats, and about half his farm in crop. 

The climate is all right. Everyone we talked to spoke in the best terms about 
the winters, etc., and from what we have seen we judge that it is. We have gained 
in weight from 10 to 20 pounds in a month. 

The comfort and dispatch of the Canadian Pacific Railway service cannot be 


beat. 
We will return to settle with our families as soon as we can get ready. 
Sy, 13, Jeseaeyeis: 
W. H. Wess, 
Argentine, Kas. 
Pror. J. C. RicHarpson, M. D. 
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PART II 


Agriculture 


An eastern Canadian province, famous for the excellence of its agri- / 
cultural products, has been named “ The Garden Province” of Canada. 
The Canadian North-West Territories, embracing over a hundred times 
the area of the “ Garden Province,” might appropriately be called ‘“ The 
Great Canadian Farm.’ It has been stated that the total area of Assini- 
boia, Saskatchewan and Alberta is about 304,000 square miles, which, re 
duced to acres, makes about 195,000,000. The total area under cultivi- 
tion during the year 1900 was 605,347 acres, leaving some 194,000,00 
acres awaiting development and for grazing purposes. Briefly speakiig, 
the present cultivated area of the Canadian North-West Territories biars 
the same proportion to their total area as a small garden patch doesto a 
two-thousand acre farm. 

Saskatchewan and Northern Alberta are largely adapted to “ntxed” 
farming; most portions of Southern Alberta equally so, particulary with 
the aid of irrigation. In that part of Assiniboia lying east of Swift 
Current wheat is undoubtedly king. The result of variety tests shown 
in the subjoined tables, indicates what the possibilities are in th district 
under a rational system of cultivation. The official crop statitics, also 
shown, are, of course, compiled from the actual threshing resu!s on each 
individual farm in the Territories, irrespective of whether thecultivation 
was good, bad or indifferent. 

Intimately connected with agriculture is the nature arl quality of 
the soil. A few years ago samples of representative soils vere procured 
from the various districts of the Territories by Professo Shutt, Chief 
of the Division of Chemistry of the Federal Department? Agriculture. 


The following is his official report: 

“In the following table I have given analytical dat of seven surface 
‘soils from the North-West Territories. Though ‘ere is a greater 
“uniformity in the texture and composition of soil’ pon the prairies 
“than among soils of the eastern provinces, no cla" is made that the 
“vast éxtent of the Territories is represented by ese samples — they 
“are altogether too few in number. They may s/Vé, however, to indi- 
“cate the general character of the soils over cerfM large areas. 

“ Without discussing these soils in detail, a¢mtion may be called to 
“their high nitrogen content and the large artnts of organic matter 
“that are almost invariably present. These s/S also contain, as a rule, 
“more than the average amount of potash. Our results do not show 
“them to be noted for phosphoric acid, th4gh they possess quantities 
“quite equal to those in many very fertileOils.” 
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ANALYSIS OF SoIts (WATER FREE)—CANADIAN NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 
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E. Assiniboia. Yorkton....... aicaguteteus AD Seas tf  .OS 
a “"\Saltcoats «..... nesta ees a Gt =), 2.00 
is ‘© | Moosomin ..... | .----- 36 ob ae 5 
W. Assiniboia| Tilley Tp) ....| «+--+: po ga AS ooo | 37 
North Alberta.’ Vermillion Hills) ...... AT AT | Be 0 
South Alberta. | Calgary 06.62: ] jkbete op © dd AT AAT 92 





Although a bare soil analysis is not altogether a fair basis upon 
which to estimate the suitability of a district for farming, a com- 
parison with the figures quoted above, of a series of analyses or repre- 
sentative soils from Minnesota, one of the most fertile States of the 
Union, made by the State Agricultural College, is of considerable interest. 
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Dakota County ...+- 66 ree: bet Abn ep | 42 | Je" | 24 AL 
Goodhue, ‘  eee+e-: wR ROL GelP aee + SNS, a ee wt G4 
Hennepin “S «+45. wei iia eecatees ce fl aed Hee kee | 42 
Wabash “{  --+::. ay eae tol bic teh wee | 8G. aD 
frecionn  G poeta line a tial ceo ane | oo | 61 
Mower PR ie DSi vat Shin hee det te eae et | AG at B2 49 
Waseca.“ Ss a ENE sth edluieh ba pee 8 | 4 Oe 
; ‘ y 5 : “K) Qs 
Martin * = &)t lee ohn ee were Bt Lt = ional wht. 
Watonwan 0 se eees. mahi pine bar ays OB | AD . | v7 
Swilt " Pee aueee ss Po eS] ae Ab | 99 
Stearns ri ot Sie Cates as i ; ae 09 | OT 27 


It would take up too much space to go extensively into the whole 
subject of farming in the Canadian North-West Territories. Everyone 
concedes that “the proof of the pudding is the eating.” In other 
words, actual results speak for themselves more eloquently than written 
arguments, however elaborately and skilfully they may be constructed. 
There are any number of farmers in the Territories, who came west 
with little or no capital some few years ago, raised and educated large 
families and who could not to-day be bought out for ten to t wenty 
thousand dollars. All the result of hard work and intelligent farm 
nianagement. 

The following table shows the actual average vield of wheat per 
acre in the chief wheat producing States, A comparison of those 


— 


fgures with the crop statistics of the Canadian North-West Territories 
which, owing to lack of departmental organization prior to 1898, unfor- 
tunately, are only available from that year, will show, beyond doubt, 
that the latter are equal, if not superior, to any State in the Union in 
that respect. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


AVERAGE YIELD PER ACRE OF WHEAT, 1891-1900. 
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Orrictal RESULTS OF RECENT VARIETY TESTS OF WHEAT, OaTs, BARLEY, CORN,,. 


PEASE AND POTATOES, CONDUCTED AT THE DOMINION GOVERNMENT EXPERI- 
MENTAL FARM FOR THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES, LOCATED AT INDIAN 
HEAD, DISTRICT OF ASSINIBOIA. 


SPRING WHEAT 
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Name of Variety. | ob [98 me) ¢& tev) sa let gl Dey (ee 
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American Beatty. . ..,.000+. hain eote ie lear 30) LEY) 6b 4 uf i 9 a 4,04) | 92 82:40 
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PEASE 
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Grey Spring ........ Sept.3) 117) Strong | 40 | 4,200) 2) Small | 38 32 | 643 
PictoH ....5% tigen ee | 47 | 3,800 24) Large | 38 . | 65 
CLOVER sins acinigelin. aid | Aug. 28) 111) Medium) 44 | 3,060) 2 | Small. |. 35. 40 | 654 
Chelsea. (i icmee kau | Sept. 6 . 120; Strong | 45 | 3,100| 3 )Medium) 35  .. | 64. 
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Trilby, -eeyescuees. po & bP DDBp gO eRe Pa B4°%... | BBE 
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. > ig nota ees feos rah ‘Yield | per | | Yield y per | aac. 
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Name of Vartety, | of | vield per Market- [Unmarket- Form and Colour. 
| Growth. Acre. | able. | able. 
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-sAmerican Wonder... /* Strong | 485 45/880) .. | 105. 45 Long, oval, white. 
Burnaby Seedling ... : ts 412 30/282 30 | 130... |Long, flat, pink. 
Bovee 00... :- ese | Medium 390° 30°) 214" 30 | 176°... Long, red. 
Be Eve: Le aweeke | cs BID IB 17>. 16 | 198 Long, pink. 

Early Sunrise....... | 354 45 184 15 170 30 Oval, red. 

j 


Brownell's Wwinser. | Strong | 352 178.15 |-4378 . 45 ‘Flat, dark red. 
Carman No.1 ..:...) Medium | 346 801206 15) 140 15 [Oval, white. 


Rochester Rose....-.| Strong | 343 45 | 187 156 45 Long, red. 
American Giant .... | Medium 


! 338° «#15 | 228 #15) 110 . .. jLong, flat, pink. 
Beauty of Hebron... | Strong | 3380 1: 181 30 /| 148 30 Long, flat, red. 
































OFFICIAL CROP STATISTICS 
OF THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEsS?T TERRITORIES. 





































































































































































































































































































































































WHEAT 
DrIsTRIcrT. ‘|| BrsweLs THRESHED. be ACREAGE. ae See 
. ACRE. 
re | Pree ac heey ete Ih Te pra ape oy 
| 1808 1800 |. 1M. If o 1804) 1900 |) 18e8 | Ise) | 19C0 
| rs | 1 | | 
ASSUNTHOIA: | 3 Shee ae 5 Ih ~— cd. 5 
Fast ......es--es]) 1,088,007 | 2.506.187 | 1.3 230,081 126,186 156,849) 185 233 |) 15.36 | 16.02) 7.49 
Central..........}) 2281277 | 8,829,608 | 1,750,065 119.7: 156,006 | 192,558 || 19.27 | 21.4) 9.24 
West ccccsccseeef], 40,710 1,255 | L578 || 1,958 | 22 | 40 |] 23.91 | 30.2: | 32.08 
e Ht aN | i ! | | 
: SASKATCHEWAN: = {| ‘ ; : ena | 
3 East ...... ......|| 272,568) 283,849 /  400,616/) 16.088 15,682, 23,585 | 16.97 | 15.27 |.17.02 
- West .c.0...cs.{] AAO) 7,618} 24,028) 78 HO 1,165 | 20.01 | 17.03 20.62 
4 ALBERTA: | : | | | | | 
ce aR BE i t+ ane @ . : id 
c North cccccccocelt -B7R705| 721900 |" 477.8751) 22.256) 28,212} 25,889 || 25.77 | 24.69 | 18.89 
E Central ........]] 77,230 | 44,560) 44,069) S428 2178 | 2.115 |) ¥2.53 | 20.46 | 21.12 
South. s...c0--0])  AT808) 66,257; 60,879), 1,983. 3.674) 2,870 || 24.00 | 18.08 | 22.61 
: | ee wae ate rel eee er ean ee errr, ete ee a kak : 
j Tereirortes || 5,252,063 : 6,915,623 | 4,028, 2 202,200 | 363,523 | 412,864 | 17,96 | 19,02) 9 75 
: es ; Oats 
: Scie a a arasnteiaoe Me bindu Tocca ee ee 
; een | 
: ASSINIBOTA: eal |. 
a East... .s,ece.||  G98{b21 | 15285,075 | 604,608"|] 29,615 | = 4B120 | 46,263 || 23.58 | 20.12 | 13.54 
; Centtalins. esis | 937,067 | 1,085,480 | GI5,304 |] 25,528) 38,850 41,013 2 05 | 82,08 | 15.00 
; WeGE [5k i acess || 23,840} 19,785). 19,586 |). 642 | 378 | 466 |) 40.24 5 52.34 | 30.77 
: SASKATCHEWAN: || : as | 4 fae) 
Fast ......se-eee}) 122,077 | 104,527 | 260,044 6,507 6,686 | — 9,378 |! 18,59 | 29.10 | 27 86 
; West ..... ee : 16,152 | . 12,472 36,653 || 53x | 453 | 1,071 | 30.02 | 27.58 | 34.82 
| i 
| ALBERTA: yeaa t! : 
; Porth: os sts90 i | 1,106,201 1,570,314 | 1,866,308 |] 24408} 86,006 | 56,422 | 45.82 | 42.89 | 88,07 
| RGentral... 2.6.0 | 270,113} B42,828) 538,083 6,607 8.193 | 18,129 | 40.38 | 41.97 | 40,98 
South.. ... ...--.j| 164,208 | 265,846) 276, 276 | 8,649) 6,724 7,48 | 45.00 38.01 36.60 
| TeRRITORTES | 8,040 307 4,686.0: 97.644 134, 938 | 175,489 | 81,13 | 84.81 24.08 
Be ee fel oe lk te oe ia ] a a aoa 
| ASSINTBOTA: i ¢ Ce ae! | | 
| ORME. ie ca Kens c RA i, BAB BH,080 | Ba, 14s BGT? | £218 | 208 1) 22.92 | 22 20 | 1004 
| Central.....6..5.1| 37 S1B}  — 38,688 23 302 1.027 | 1,504 | 1,797 |) 18.38 | 22 50 | 13.00 
p MIME Ss. Sapicusic: | 4,750 2.104 | cf . 52 | 47 86 || 33.65 | | 44.56 | 43 27 
SASKATCHEWAN; ee oe j a } 4g | 
Bast ...ec2ne. -f] | STD 87,6738;; 59,254) | | 2,177 | 1,634 | 62,607 || 21.06 | 20:46 | 22.78 
West .......+. elf ARS 1,103). 3,942 | 87 58 $8 || 22.01 | 22.50 | 24 58 
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Irrigation 


In the early days of the settlement of the Canadian North-West 
Territories it was found that nattire could be materially assisted by 
utilizing the waters of the mountain streams running in an easterly 
direction through the Territories, for the purpose of irrigating large tracts. 
of lands in Southern Alberta and Western Assiniboia. The Federal 
(sovernment promptly took the matter in hand and large amounts of 
money have since been expended in making a complete topographic and 
hydrographic survey of the south-westerly portion of the Territories, in 
order to ascertain the volume of water available for irrigation and the 
most suitable and feasible areas tributary thereto, so as to facilitate 
intelligent and just administration, A casual examination of the rain- 
fall tables presented in the Leginning of this handbook will reveal the 
fact that there js, in every portion of the Territories, sufficient precipita- 
tion almost every year to mature crops. But with the increase of popu- 
lation and prosperity more scientific methods of farming were naturally 
discovered and utilized, and the introduction of irrigation marks an 
epoch in the history of these districts. As a matter of fact, farmers 
how are not satished with returns, more or less in accordance with the 
accident of rainfall, but are aiming at perfection in the development 
and maturity of their crops. It would, therefore, appear to be a sinful 
waste not to utilize the means which have been placed at the disposal of 
settlers in districts favoured with an adequate water supply to supple- 
ment the efforts of nature. Having water available in his. ditch or 
reservoir, the irrigation farmer is able to distribute it on his crop at 
such seasons of the year and in such quantities as experience has taught 
him are the most propitious to favourable results. He is not at the 
mercy of the capriciousness of the weather. The contention of the ex-_ 
perienced irrigationist is, that those farmers cultivating without the aid 
of irrigation in any portion of the world where water supply by gravity 
can be secured, are playing an unskilful game of hazard in trusting 
solely to the bounty of nature and omitting to take such precautions as 
have in favoured localities been placed within easy reach. The irrigator, 
on the other hand, controls his water supply absolutely and has, other 
thittgs being equal, a crop assured beyond all peradventure. To sum 
the matter up, irrigation in a country like the Canadian North-West, 
where the rainfall is in most years ample for an average crop, may 
appropriately be placed on the same basis as hail insurance. Both are 
designed to protect the prudent farmer against losses from uncontrollable 
causes, 


Farming by means of irrigation is a novelty to immigrants from the 
older portions of the Dominion of Canada, from Great Britain, and from 
several of the European countries, but to the immigrant from those 
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portions of the older countries where irrigation is practiced, and from 
the western portion of the United States, the opportunity of obtaining a 
good irrigated farm affords a primary inducement to locate and make a 
home for himself and family in Southern Albérta or Western Assiniboia. 
These people could not under any consideration be prévailed upoft to 
exchange an irrigated farm, even in a district more or less:arid, for a 
farm where irrigation is suppcsed nct to be required and could not be 
readily obtained. Colorado presents a striking example of the great 
results to be secured by irrigation. In that State there are some 12,500 
miles of main irrigation canals, with laterals and sub-laterals bringing 
over four million acres of land under irrigation. Two and a half million 
acres of these are at present under a high state of cultivation, and the 
value of the crops produced on this acreage is equivalent to the value of 
the product of nearly five times their number of the average farm lands 
in an eastern State. The United States Government crop reports show 
the average production of wheat under irrigation in Montana and Colo- 
tado to have been 50 per cent. more than in.the States of Illinois, lowa 
and Indiana, which are recognized as being among the best wheat pro- 
ducers in the United States. 

In almost every irrigated district in the Western and South-Western 
States the cry is invariably for more water, and artesian wells have to be 
largely relied upon. In the irrigated portion of Southern Alberta, and 
to some extent Western Assiniboia, on the contrary, there is water in 
perennial abundance for the irrigation of every foot of land to which it 
can flow. There is no need, as there is generally in many of the irri- 
gated areas of the United States, to harness the winds blowing over the 
plains and put them to work bringing up water to the surface from 
wells. In the construction of the great irrigation canals in Colorado, 
California and the other States, where such vast areas have been brought 
ender cultivation by means of irrigation, the problem which the engineer 
has had to solve has been how to secure a constant drop, how to 
make the most of all available elevation, so that the canal system may 
carry water to the largest. possible area. A -railway can be built up 
grade or down grade, but an irrigation canal svstem must be constructed 
so zs to be on the down grade all the way. In the Territorial irrigation 
systems, the main engineering task, as a whole, was how to dispose of 
elevation. ; 

In the more thickly settled portion of Southern Alberta and Western. 
Assiniboia, natural hay lands are, as might be expected, getting scarce, 


which is largely caused by their being trampled over and grazed on by 


extensive bands of cattle, and, consequently, a rancher often winters his 
stcck inadequately provided for a hard season, which, if it comes, may 


entail a serious loss on the year’s operations, Where ranchers can irri-. 


gate ten or twenty acres, a bountiful crop of cultivated or natural grass, 
cat, wheat or rye hay can be absolutely depended upon, and the only 
risk of any importance connected with the cattle raising “industry. 
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namely, the scarcity of winter fodder, is effectually surmounted.  [rri- 
vation also enables the rancher or farmer, even in the driest years, to 
grow large and succulent root crops for the feeding of calves and milk 
COWS. . 

_ It may here be stated that irrigated lands for stock and farming 
locations can be purchased from the irrigation and land companies at a 
very low price, upon easy payments and at a reasonable rate of interest, 
with the further advantage that, under the North-West Irrigation Act, 
an absolute title is obtained to the water required for irrigation, and the 
irrigation farmer is not subjected to the disputes and troubles regarding 
water rights which have hampered irrigation soe topes in other por- 
tions of Western America. Lands susceptible to irrigation can also be 
obtained under the homestead regulations and from cin corporations. 
In the latter cases, however, it would generally be necessary for the 
intending settler to have a report of a competent engineer to the effect 
that such lands can be placed under irrigation at a feasible outlay and 
that a sufficient supply of water is readily obtainable. Experience in 
every part of the Western States where irrigation has been practiced 
has shown that farms put under good cultivation rapidly increase in 
value. Land with water rights, sold originally from $10 upwards has 


become worth from $25 to $75 per acre. Such has been the uniform 


history in Colorado, Wyeming and Utah, where the natural advantages 
are decidedly not superior to those of the irrigated lands in the 
‘Territories. 

The irrigation works consfructed and in operation in the south- 
westerly portion of the Territories may be classified as follows : 


Canals and Ditches 
in Operation. 
Calgary District ....-.--.+.. Son cdg te ot Be SRA ial aL ale aos 6: wi ona 76 
High River District ......6+-eeeeeeee Eed Nc hoons Serhamisieee 
Macleod District .......-. er i Dead as Es Coe ewe ek 
Pinceher Creek District ....-- Pe Aah ee kk cm wake Oo eae Bere 16 
Lethbridge District .....0.6.. eee e eee ene ee chain ete atest 18 
Maple Creek District.........- Sigs ahd item we aetg Rie heals A 25 
Battleford District :....60 26 ced eee re eene en sates: ND 
Regina District ......-.. eee reer ner c eens et aes einen i) 10 
ee DTG 


These ditches or canals comprise a’ total | length of some 525 miles, 
and the acreage susceptible of irrigation therefrom is approximately 
The larger number of these ditches and canals are 


800,000 acres. 
the irrigation of lands belonging to 


private undertakings, constructed for 
‘ndividual owners or ranch companies, but some of the larger works, 
such as these constructed by the Calgary Irrigation Company, the 

Springbank Irrigation District, and the Canadian North-West Irrigation 
Company, are corporate undertakings designed to supply a large quan- 


tity of water. 


The oldest irrigation esterprise in the Territories is the Calgary 
Irrigation Company. Its canal heads on the Elbow River and covers 
practically all the irrigable lands in the Calgary district. Water is sold 
to consumers at a low rate per acre. This canal is capable of irrigating 
an area of 45,000 acres. Some 35 miles of main ditch is now completed. 
The manager is P. T. pone te Ee Calgary, N. W.T. 


The Springbank irrigation canal is a concern organized under the 
Ordinance authorizing the formation of irrigation districts with power to 
construct and operate irrigation works. It is at present in course of 
construction and will supply water to settlers in the Springbank District, 
west of Calgary, at cost price, 


The latest development in western irrigation enterprise is the con- 
struction of the Canadian North-West Irrigation Company’s canal, usually 
known as the “Galt Canal,” a new-made river brought into use by the 
hand of man and givena winding course to make possible the irrigation of 
hundreds of thousands of acres. This extensive irrigation system, 
which has been constructed at an expenditure of over $400,000, draws 
upon an inexhaustible supply in the lakes fed by the melted snows and 
glaciers of the Rocky Mountains, from which flows the St. Mary River, 
where the head works are located. The length of the main canal is 61 
miles, of the Lethbridge branch 32 miles, and of the Stirling branch 22 
miles, making the entire length of the Galt canal system 115 miles. 
Water is here provided in never-failing abundance for the conversion of 
the region into one of_rich productive agriculture. The company con- 
trqls most of the lands tributary to its system, which it sells with water 
rights at a reasonable price. The manager of this company is C. A. 
Magrath, Lethbridge, N. W. T. 


The Bow River Canal scheme is a gigantic enterprise, which is now 
claiming the attention of the public. This proposed canal heads in the 
Sow River, and brings under irrigation millions of acres of lands between 
Calgary and Medicine Hat. The Canadian’ Pacific Railway Company, . 
which owns a large area of land in that portion of the Territories, is 
taking hold of the undertaking in a practical manner and it is likely 
construction work will be initiated in the near future, the necessary 
surveys having already been completed, 


Live Stock 


It has been shown, that there are some 195 million acres, over 300,000 
square miles, of land available for free grazing in the Canadian North- 
West Territories, an area six. times as great as the estimated combined 
grazing area of all the eastern United ‘States. On this enormous extent. 
of country about 235,000 sheep and less than 300,000 head of horses and 
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Eibow Park Horse Ranch, near Calgary 


cattle are at present pastured. Almost every acre of this land will sustain 
iive stock, winter and summer,.and the great bulk of it belongs to the 
most fertile virgin prairie in the world. Millions upon millions of acres 
€ most nutritious grasses cure on the stem and rot in due course, 

year after year, without fulfilling their natural mission of furnishing feed 
for live stock. It seems hopeless to attempt to grasp the possibilities of a 
two hundred million acre ranch, at present practically unstocked or 
only stocked at the rate af about one head of cattle, horse or sheep for 
each four hundred acres. A comparison with the States of Montana, 
Idaho and Wyoming is of peculiar interest. While these States do not 
contain nearly as extensive an area of fertile lands as the Territories, be- 
ing largely rocky and mountainous, they represent almost an equal total 











































































































| | f | | | : 
‘Total Area’ Acreage + Acreage “Estimated Estimated) Estimated 
State or | ae | under Available | Number | Number . Number 
Territory. Million | Cultiva- | for of tof es 
Acres. tion, Grazing. | Horses, | Cattle. ‘Sheep. 

a brit ~ : | : ST 7 |— i 
Wyoming...... | 59 339,290 | 58,660,710 | 72,312 | 747,826 12, 840,190 
Tdahe 3 rie. De | 438,731 | 56,561,269 128, 710 | 397 928 | 2.658, 662. 
Montana,.... 91 =| «6519,154 | 90,480,846 | 147,659 | 959,808 3, 884,179 

a | | ——— fi ao 
Totale, «i. bo: OG (1,297,175 | . | 205, 702; 825, 348, 681 | 2,105,562 9, 383, OBL 
ge coke ciate ects esas aa Fel cart rn eli se | F 
| . ane = 
The Territories} 195 | 605,347 | | 194,304,6r3 50,0C0.| 250,000 = 235,000 
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As is well known, all cattle and sheep raised in the Western States 
are shipped to the Upper Mississippi Valley States to be finished for the 
market. The following is a quotation from a report by Professor C. F. 
Curtiss, Director of the Iowa Agricultural. Experiment Station, on this 
subject. Speaking of the States lying west of the One Hundredth Meri- 
dian, Professor Curtiss says: 


“ Already this locality is producing about one-half of the total num- 
“ber of sheep in the United States. During the past few years slicep 
“have been rapidly crowding the cattle off the northern portion of this 


“range territory, and it is quite generally recognized that the range-. 


cattle industry is gradually disappearing, except in the southern section. 


“ While this territory is favourable to the grazing of stock in large num-_ 


“bers, the natural conditions will not permit of the production of sufh- 
“cient feed to properly fatten and finish the stock grown there. The 
“finish can only be done by drawing on the surplus Sas crops of the 
“Upper Mississippi Valley States.” - 


To the excellence of the Canadian North-West as a grazing coun- 
try, no higher tribute can be paid than the statement, that all cattle 


and sheep exported, are consigned direct to their final destination, no 
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grain finishing process being required, to fit our range beef and mutton 
for consumption. Here is where our nutritious prairie grasses, pure and | 
abundant natural water supply and healthy and invigorating climate, 
make their influences felt. 


For the purpose of discussing the:advantages of the Territories for 
live stock husbandry, the country may be roughly divided into two great 
sections, namely, fhe farnung section and the ranching section. The 
former consists of Eastern Assiniboia, Saskatchewan and Northern Al- 
berta, the latter comprises Western Assiniboia and Southern Alberta. 
It is not, however, to be supposed that there is no farming done in the 
ranching section or ranching in the farming section. .The two 
divisions outlined merely present somewhat varying climatic con- 
ditions, necessitating different methods of managing live — stock. 
The most important distinction between these two natural divi- 
sions is the lesser degree of humidity prevalent in the ranching sec- 
tion, which causes the prairie grasses to suspend growth early in the 
autumn when they are subjected to a regular process of curing on the 
stalk during the bright, sunny fall season. Herein lies the explanation 
of what, to the uninitiated, is somewhat of a mystery, namely, that cattle 
horses and sheep are able to range out all winter on the snow-covered 
prairies of the Canadian North-West Territories and apparently to keep 
in good thrifty condition. This peculiarity was first brought into pro- 
minence during the early days of settlement through the medium of the 
Buffalo, which thrived admirably all winter,upon the cured grasses. It 
was also found, that horses which had strayed or had been abandoned 
on the prairies, by survey parties and travellers, often turned up after 
several vears of ranging out looking sleek and fat. Enterprising stock- 
men were not slow to turn this interesting discovery to advantage, and 
many large companies were formed to stock the western prairies, which 
have all been, more or less, successful according to the character of the 
iwanagement, which, it must be admitted, was generally defective 


Cattle 


It ig significant, that nearly all the epee ortunes which have been 
accumulated in the Canadian North-West Territories, owe their origin, 
directly or indirectly, to the cattle business. To Seale acquainted with 
the local conditions, this fact causes no surprise; it is, however, very sur- 
prising that Montana and Wyoming ranchers should be so slow to move 
their herds across from the over-ctowded ranges of the Western United 
States to the extensive free grazing areas of the Canadian T he 


The following statement shows the export of cattle from the Terri- 
tories during the years 1899 and 1900: 
a ee 
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| | ; | Total 
a ® DISTRICTS. | Year.| East. | West. Ship- 
; | ment, 
Farming Section ...... | Saskatchewan ........ 1899 | 2,765 | 2... | 2,765 
‘s Re ios ote as fe ete 1900 | 4,260 | ..... ; 4,260. 
ts Mg ean Northern Alberta ..,.../ 1899 | 568 | 55 623 
fr 2 aidan ET r emnore eis tee » 1900 | 492 921; 1,413 
ts 13 -......| Eastern Assiniboia. .. | 1899 7,973 | 10; 7,983. 
4 ey x PH et 1900) 13,871 | 47 | 13,918 
Ranching Section. .... | Western Assiniboia. .. | 1899 | 10,929 170) 11,099 - 
Beane et ing Tepe AY is Srl fi ati Lae 1900 | 10,942 | 172} il id 
¥s Pet Nels aon Southern Alberta ......) 1899 13,095 5,906 | 19,001 
a ‘n\, Ris tow wieetoall . Ay +ee>-+| 1900 | 18,549) 5,875 | 24,494 





The Territories...../ 1899 | 35,330 6141 | 41,471 
“ 1900) 48.114 7015 | 552129 
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It is quite safe to state, that there are very few farmers in the Cana- 
dian North-West who do not make cattle raising a more or less impor- 
tant feature of their operations. An examination of the above figures 
will show that the farming section is no inconsiderable cattle producer, 
although the bulk of the stock, of course, comes from the ranching sec- 
tion. The cattle stock of the farming section is generally well cared for 
owing to the necessity of stabling or shedding the stock during the win- 
ter, which again involves regular feeding and watering, and the farmer, 
therefore, is compelled to reduce his herd within the limits of the stable 
or shed accommodation and the quantity of winter feed available. This 
necessitates smaller numbers and enables the farmer to control the 
breeding intelligently and to! devote personal attention to each individual 
head of stock. The result has been a uniform high standard of excel- 
lence in the quality of calves and the minimum of casualties both among 
the calves and dams. While the farming section of the Territories is 
principally suited for cattle breeding in connection with mixed farming, 
stockmen in the ranching section ‘Proper, are gradually bending their - 
whole efforts more towards the business of maturing cattle. A very 
large number of young stocker cattle are annually sold and shipped from 
the farm to the ranch, which is proving a very profitable business for 
both, 


The days of the long horned, wild eyed range steer are rapidly 
drawing to a close and the professional “ cow puncher ” is changing his 
methods and gradually conforming to the new order of things. In the 
carly history of cattle ranching, the stock was branded, placed on the 
range and severely left alone between the annual round-ups, when the 
beef was gathered and the young calves branded and turned out to take 
their chances until maturity, as their parents had done before them. If 
bad seasons came along, the weak animals died and the fittest survived, 
according to the inexorable laws of nature. As years passed by, it became 
evident, that some méasure of constant care and attention could profitably 
he hestowed upon the stock and ranchers commenced to wean the calves” 
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in the fall and provide feed and shelter for them during the first winter. 
The breeding cows were also herded during the summer and mated 
with pure bred bulls in sufficient numbers, which were removed and 
kept up at the end of the breeding season. This ensured a larger increase 
and avoided the dropping of late or too early calves. Close supervision 
was exercised over the stock during the winter and weak cows promptly 
gathered and fed. ‘The periodical round-ups were also organized in a 
more systematic manner and the result is that to-day, the losses on the 
range have been reduced to a mere minimum, while the quality of the 
stock has been considerably improved and the working expenses, though 
larger than under the old system, or lack of system, are more than counter- 
balanced by the increased profits due to the more humane and rational 
niethods now in vogue on the cattle ranches of the Canadian West. To 
convey an idea of the class of cattle now produced in the Territories, it 
may be mentioned, that a train load of four-year-old steers from the 
Cochrane ranch, after being driven 140 miles and shipped by rail 2,300 
niles to Montreal, weighed at the end of the trip on the average 1,385 
lbs. 

The following is an extract from the 1900 report of the Territorial 
Department of Agriculture, bearing on the prices received for range 
cattle: 

“Export cattle from the Calgary district brought 3} cents per Ib 
“live weight, averaging somewhere about $50 per head. From $40 to 
“$42 per head was paid for light cattle. Exporters from the Medicine 
Hat and Lethbridge districts averaged about $45 per head, shipments 
being largely confined to threes and fours. The prices paid for Prince 
Albert, Battleford, Yorkton, Touchwood Hills, Moosomin, Dundurn 
“and Regina cattle ranged from $40 to $45 for three to four-year- -old 
“steers, the majority bringing $45. Export dealers were prepared to 

“pay for choice heifers and steers, weighed off cars at Winnipeg and 
“tipping the scales at 1,200 Ibs., $3.75 per cwt , purchasers assuming 

“freight. As a general rule, our stockmen shtained $50 per head for 
“ four-year-olds and $45 for three-year-olds at their front doors.’ 

During the past few years prices for all classes of cattle have steadily 
os and at the present time breeding herds which, a few years 
ro, were sold for from $23 to $25 per head all round, cannot be pur- 
ased for less than $28 to $30. Three-year-old cows, $32 to $37 each; 
old cows from $24 to $28. Calves from six to eight months ‘old are 
worth $14 to $16. 

A great many enterprising men have obtained their first start by in- 
vesting a few hundred dollars in yearling steers an id ranging them with 
their emplover’s band. Where such cattle can be w atched and looked 
after the investment readily doubles every third year and, with what 
vages are earned in the meanw i. soon places a man in a position where 


. 


* 


* 


‘ 


- 
- 


Lf 
ag 
ch 


he can start on an independent basis. 
The Territorial Government has interested itself very considerably 


at} — 


in encouraging the importation of pure bred bulls. Under an arrange- 
ment with the Canadian Pacific Railway, the Government carries a pure 
bred bull for an actual settler from any point in the Provinces of Ontario 
or Manitoba to any point in the Territories at a uniform rate of $5.00 
per head, the Government taking entire charge of the shipment. The 
great bulk of the bulls brought into the Territories are of the Shorthorn, 
Hereford, Polled Angus and Galloway breeds. Representatives of the 
Ayrshire, Flolstein, Highland and other breeds are, however, quite 
numerous. [ulls for breeding purposes are imported chiefly from the 
eastern provinces of Canada, the United States and from Great Britain. 
Breeding enterprises with the object of raising pure bred bulls, under 
the management of experienced men, would doubtless prove profitable 
ventures. Several are already being carried on, furnishing a class of 
stock not excelled by many of the older established farms of Eastern 
Canada or the United States. Pure bred bulls are worth from $100 to 
S200 per head at western points. It is estimated that over 2,600 bulls 
are required in the Territories each year to provide for the natural in- 
crease of the cattle stock, Not more than 15 per cent. of these animals 
are at present produced locally, 


Horses 


Irom time immemorial the horse has been man’s faithful and indis- 
pensable servant. Some few years ago when he was to some extent 
supplanted by steam and electric motive power, a panic ensued, and the 
conclision was formed that the noble animal had at last outlived his use- 
fulness, and that presently a horse would prove a rare sight in countries 
of advanced civilization. Events have entirely failed to justify this 
view. It is true, that many of the services hitherto performed by the 
horse are now being better and more economically accomplished by ma-- 
chinery. The same may, however, be said about the services of man. 
Through the invention of labour-saving machiriery, the human race has 
heen relieved of much monotonous drudgery, but the effect of this de- 
velopment has not, by any means, been to decrease the value of human 
labour. Man has reached a higher sphere of usefulness, and his friend, 
the horse, has followed him. We may, therefore, confidently look for- 
ward to a permanent demand for horses at remunerative prices. 

It may without exaggeration be said, that the Canadian North-West 
Territories is the natural home of the horse. Every condition is present 
to. make horse breeding the most profitable of occupations. Excellent 
soil, containing an abundance of lime, the high altitude, dry and invigor- 
ating climate, sufficiently arid in the ranching section to bring the horse 
fo perfection, splendid markets south, east and west and unrivalled econ- 
omy in production. No country in the world can compete with the Ter- 
ritories in this branch of stock raising. When the horse market is dull 
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and other countries are producing at a loss, the Territorial breeder can 
still ship at a reasonable profit. When horse values are buoyant and 
other countries are making a working profit, the Territorial breeder is 
coining money. Why? Because in the Canadian West the cost of 
raising a horse is practically nil outside the risk to the mare and the cost 
of service fee, if the breeder has not a stallion of his own. 


While it is absolutely a fact that horses can be raised in the Ter- 
ritories at a mere nominal cost, the day of broncho “ busting” is past 
never to return again, and the individual who desires to make a success 
of horse breeding must make up his mind to raise no more colts than 
he can thoroughly handle, halter-break and stable, and have the best 
brood mares that his means will admit of. In the cattle ranching busi- 
ness’ the chief consideration is to produce quantity, both in bulk and 
number, but the breeder of horses, if he is a wise man, will devote his 
attention to nothing but quality. It stands to reason, that horse raising 
on a large scale is a business beset. with all sorts of difficulties. The 
violent system of breaking the horses necessary to adopt where time is 
limited and help expensive, the improbability of getting them thoroughly 
trained for city work and accustomed to being handled, in the short time 
which can be devoted to each horse, after he has spent the first four or 
five years of his life roaming over the prairie enjoying absolute freedom, 
the indiscriminate and injudicious mating, where the numbers are too 
great to give individual attention to the peculiarities of each mare, 
these are objections which condemn the range system of horse breeding 
now in vogue and point towards the farm as the proper place to produce 
and handle horses. The above remarks refer with particular force to 
light draught and saddle horses. The heavy draught horse is naturally 
of a more phlegmatic disposition and is consequently more easily recon- 
ciled to the mastery of man. 


The native broncho is fast being crowded out by better bred animals. 
Me has his redeeming qualities, but in a few years the horse stock of 
the Territories will be so graded up, that the broncho will practically be 
buried in oblivion. Nearly all the well-known breeds of horses are to- 
Gay represented in the Territories. The most numerous are the Clyde, 
Yhoroughbred and Standard bred. Thoroughbred sires from Great 
Britain and Kentucky, Clydesdales from Scotland, Percherons from 
France and trotting stock from the United States have been im- 
ported regardless of expense, and the result is that the Territorial-bred 
colt will compare favourably with any in Canada, and are readily market-_ 
able in England and Belgium. Good three-quarter-bred Clydes and 
shires, which at maturity will weigh 1,400 Ibs. to 1,600 Ibs., have been 
finding a ready local sale at three years old for $100. to $iso. Useful 
horses of other classes bring from $75 to $125. During the past year a 
successful shipment of polo ponies was made to England. The British 
War Office has recently had a purchasing party traversing the country 
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with most satisfactory results both to the Government and to the Terri- 
tories and it is a foregone conclusion that this visit will result ina perma- 
nent market being. established for Territorial-bred army remounts. 

It is difficult to conceive of a more delightful occupation than horse 
raising in the North-West Territories. The return for capital invested 
in the right kind of breeding stock must necessarily be greater than any- 
where else if the business is conducted along rational lines. A tew good 
horses can be raised upon every farm without materially interfering with 
the work; the new-comer should, however, be careful not to embark in 
horse breeding exclusively unless his capital is sufficient to secure first- 
class brood mares, the services of a superior stallion and good accommo- 
dation in the way of fenced pastures and outbuildings, 


Sheep 


Every portion of the Canadian North-West Territories is more or 
less adapted to sheep husbandry. In the farming section shed feeding 
in the winter time is necessary, while in the ranching section, the sheep 
range out summer and winter and only a small quantity of feed and the 
roughest of shelter is required for use on stormy days. The following 
statement shows the distribution of the present flocks in the Territories, 
as well as other interesting information bearing on this industry: 
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In the early history of settlement in the ranching districts of the 
Territories, a large number of sheep were brought from tue States of 
Wyoniing, Idaho and Montana. These were principally grades of the 
Merino breed. It speaks well for the Territories as a sheep country, 
that the weight of range sheep carcasses has been increased from about 
48 tbs. (the average weight of the original stock) to about 80 lbs., which 
represents the average weight of well-bred ranch wethers to-day. It 
may be argued, that this marvellous development has partially been 
brought about by the use of mutton sires, While that is to some extent 
true, this improvement has evidently not been accomplished at the ex-_ 
pense of the wool-growing capacity of the sheep, in view of the fact, th 
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the average weight per fleece for the Territories is 7.29 lbs., while the 
average for the United States does not reach 6 Ibs. per fleece, Montana 
being 6.80 Ibs., Wyoming 7.75-Ibs, and Idaho 7.50 lbs. These figures 
speak for themselves. 

It is doubtful whether any branch of ranching holds out as enticing 
prospects as sheep raising. The capital required is not very large and 
returns after one year from the sale of the wool, may be counted 
upon. The sheep is essentially the “ poor man’s friend.” The usual 
expectation is, that the wool clip pays all running expenses while the 
mutton represents the net profit. While the price of wool has not been 
very satisfactory during recent years, to cents per pound in quantities, 
can usually be relied upon. Several woollen mills have now been estab-— 
_ lished throughout the Territories, where 11 to 12 cents per pound is 
readily paid. 

On the ranches. sheep are usually herded in flocks numbering up to 
2,500 head in charge of one herder. The only outlay necessary in the 
way of buildings is for rough winter shelter and a house for the 
shepherd. During the summer season the sheep are moved from place 
to place and the herder camps with them. The largest sheep owners in 
the country report an increase, by actual count, of 94 per cent. on the ewe 
flocks, while the average losses seldom reach 5 per cent. of the total. 
number of sheep. The total absence of endemic diseases, doubtless due 
to the healthfulness of the climate, is, of course, largely responsible for 
this low mortality of sheep. 

During the present year, fat sheep readily command a price of $7.50 
pet -head at the ranches and with the | arge demand in the mining dis- 
tricts of British Columbia, which the Territories are as yet quite unable 
to supply, there is no likelihood of prices decreasing to any appreciable 
extent. 

The bulk of the rams purchased annually by Territorial flockmasters 
are pure bred Shropshires and Oxford Downs. Some Leicestershires, 
Cotswolds and Southdowns are also used. There are very few breeders 
of pure bred sheep in the Canadian North-West and there would appear 
to be a good opening in this line of business for experienced men with 
the right class of stock. Strong, close-woolled rams are required for 
range purposes and $12 to $18 per head is paid for home-bred, acclimated 


stock, 


Hogs and Poultry 


The mining districts of British Columbia furnish an unlimited and 
remunerative market for Territorial pork and poultry produce and there 
is also a heavy local demand for these products of the farnt. 
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The followi ing communication from a practical man_ stating his. ex- 
perience in pork raising. indicates the profits which farmers may reason- 
ably look for frem this source: 





ce eee q uate, ee Ne 
During the last two years 1 ‘Have made a. careful test ; “to. the profit 


“to be derived from the raising “of hogs and at the request ofa number 
“of farmers I will give you a short statement of ‘the result. i do not 
claim that this will be an accurate showing, as Li consider — with goo 
handling by an experienced hog raiser’ much See profits may be 
shown. 





ae 


*~ 
pas 


“I have chargéa up to my hogs. all the barley daesitd ip ee at 
30 cents per bushel but I have not made any charge for labour, so that . 
‘the profits will have to represent labour and interest on money in- 
vested. On the 15th day of July 1809, I commenced with $175, and 
on the 5th day of July 1900, I had $375 worth of pigs. The follow- 
‘ing statement shows a balance of $660.45 to the credit of the pigs. You 
will notice from this statement that the greater portion of the feed was 
“bought, which fact should dispel the statement so often made by farm- 
“ers, that raising pigs does not pay if one is obliged to buy the feed. I 
“am of the opinion, however, that there is no branch of farming which 
“will give a larger percentage of profits, if judiciously managed, than 
“the raising of pigs. 


“ Yours respectfully, 


. * (Signed) D. Suir.” 
RECEIPTS. — - EXPENDITURE. 

Pigs om andl . 2. iss ie betes $3875 00° Pigs on hand.....). : + oR Ede : ; $175 00 
Feed on hand...) incised at 5 00 Pigs. purchased Snore eae ake a tO” 

Received from sale sf pigs ..... 1008 38 Paid damages on ae Soure oe 
Received from sundry. resources 30 25 Dy Bigs 22. Rae es rie te 2 5 CO 
Meat and lard consunied ...... 65 (0 Paid for buttermilk ...6... 29:00 
Lard sold:........0.s.sssvdaee 90.00 Barley raised and consumed |. 150 00 
Barley bought and consumed... 66 00 


Feed purchased from mill for 
pigs and paid for chopping. 358.18 — 





TO Sto, » aeeR ee tats $1508 13 Total...... che ee dan Kn ae ED 





Most of the hogs raised in Eastern Assiniboia are marketed in Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba. Two large pork packing establishments have, how-- 
ever, recently been erected in Alberta, at Calgary and Edmoriton, where 
the highest cash price is paid for all classes of hogs. The following 
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statement shows the prices for live and dressed pork for each month of 
the years 1899 and: oo at Winnipeg and Edmonton: 
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There is an excellent opening in the Territories for poultry raising 
on the farm. Fifty cents per dozen for eggs is frequently paid in the 
winter time and the price, even in the early summer, seldom goes below 
15 to 20 cents. 


The Dominion Government has just completed a scheme having in 
view the development of the poultry industry in the Territories. A 
nujnber of “ egg-gathering stations ” have been organized along the Cal- 
gary & Edmonton Railway, and the main line of the Canadian Pacific 
where government officers collect the eggs from the farmers and, when 
a sufficient number are available, ship them to the mining districts and 
in due course remit the proceeds to the proper owners. All of this is 
done free of expense to the patrons. 


Dairying 


An goons on the Aan has stated, th rat an agricultural country 


ee in ae “Cortainly, i é the senna sijautbiitiiea of the 
Territories may be estimated by their adaptability to dairy farming, even 
the most sceptical observer must acknowledge that they are beyond doubt 
one of the grandest agricultural countries in the world. It may be said, 
that there is no portion of the Territories where dairying cannot be 
profitably prosecuted. In the past, however, the most successful cream- 
eries have, as indicated in the statistical statement subjoined, been those 
ale 


located in North-Eastern Assiniboia, Northern and Central Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, where the natural conditions so closely approach the 
ideal, that dairy farming could hardly fail to be profitable. These dis- 
tricts are more or less wooded and a bountiful supply of pure, cold 
spring water is available almost everywhere. Other important advan- 
tages are the absence, in most vears, of the fly and mosquito pests, the 
uniformly cool nights and the excellent market for dairy produce in the 
mining districts of British Columbia. The ranchers of Southern Alberta 
and Western Assiniboia and the farmers in that portion of Eastern 
Assiniboia devoted almost exclusively to wheat raising, have not, it must 
be confessed, in the past exhibited any enthusiasm in respect to the dairy 
question. It is, however, surmised that this apparent apathy is largely 
due to the fact, that they are making more money by devoting all their 
time and energy to reising wheat or beef. There can be little doubt, 
that in the end a more diversified system of farming would be the most 
profitable to them end beneficial to the country; but human nature is 
easily tempted by immediate returns and inclined to let “ to-morrow look 
after itself.” 


The creamery organization in the Territories is one of which we are 
justly proud. It has-been pretty well demonstrated in past years, that in- 
dividual butter making and butter marketing, will never place a country 
in the front rank of butter producers. The phenomenal success of 
Denmark, since co-operative dairying was brought to a state of perfection 
there, well illustrates the point. Some years ago the people of the North- 
West Territories recognized that fact and conveyed their ideas to the 
Dominion Government, which promptly placed experts at their disposal 
and eventually organized a chain of co-operative creameries all through 
the Territories. These institutions, while subject to the control of the 
patrons, through boards of directors, are under absolute Government 
management. Most of the patrons separate their milk at home by means 
of hand separators and bring the cream to the dairy station once or twice 
a week in large cans. The cream is then carefully tested and weighed, 
and at the end of every month each patron gets credit for its equivalent 
in butter and receives a cash advance of ten cents per pound. When the 
total output of butter for the season is disposed of by the Government, 
a cheque for the balance due each patron is sent him from the Department 
of Agriculture. Any settler having the means to procure a few milch 
cows can thus ensure a monthly cash income sufficient to pay all his 
ordinary running expenses. 


Although there are a few cheese factories in operation in the Terri- 
tories, they have never become very popular. Owing to the high prices 
of young stocker cattle, as well as matured beef cattle, the dairy farmers 
prefer to use all their milk for raising calves so as to have a double 
source of income, butter and beef. nt 
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Sum 


MARY OF THE BUSINESS FOR SEASONS OF 1898, 1899 ann 1900 a'r THE DOMINION 


EXPERIMENTAL DAIRY STATIONS IN THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 
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Markets and Transportation . 


It is a well-known fact that mining communities furnish the best 
possible markets for all classes of goods. As a rule, those engaged 
in mining are highly paid and the very nature of the industry renders 
the employees connected therewith quite dependent upon the outside 
world for every necessity of life. A mining population is a generous 
consumer and a good paymaster. 


Down in the south-western corner of the vast Dominion of Canada 
lie the gold fields of the Kootenay and Cariboo on the west, and the 
grass and grain fields of Alberta, Assiniboia and Saskatchewan to the 
cast of the Rocky Mountains. British Columbia is the mineral treasure — 
house of the Dominion, and the Canadian North-West Territories are 
the pasture and granary at its doors. The wondrous wealth of the 
Kootenay has within the last two years attracted world-wide attention, 
while the former fame of the golden Cariboo is being rapidly revived owing 
to the introduction of improved mining methods. The mining develop- 
mert, population and consequent demand for agricultural products such 
as meat, poultry, butter, oats, hay and vegetables are increasing by leaps 
and bounds, affording for the produce of the Territories a home market 
in the mining districts within a reasonably short railway haul of farm 
and ranch. ‘These regions are forced to import most of their supply of 
agricultural produce from the State of Washington, lying immediately 
to the south, notwithstanding the high tariff duties levied against farm 
products coming into Canada. On hay the duty is $2 per ton; wheat, 
12c. per bushel; potatoes, 15c. per bushel; eggs, 3c. per dozen; flour, 
6oc. per barrel; cheese, 3c. per Ib. : fresh, meats, 3c. per Ib.; mutton and 
lamb, 35 per cent.; buckwheat meal and flour, 20 per cent.; beans, 1 5G. 
"per bushel; oats, roc. per bushel; barley, 30 per cent. on market value; 
apples, 36c. per barrel; cabbage, 25 per cent.; grain, 20 per cent. ; butter, 
4c. per Ib.; pork, 2c. per Ib.; poultry and game, 20 per cent.; oatmeal, 20 
per cent.; cornmeal, 25 per cent.; bran, 20 per cent. 


The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, recognizing the inter- 
dependence of the mining country for supplies and the farming country 
for a western market, have so reduced their freight rates ( practically 50: 
per cent.) on produce from Territorial points to British Columbia as to 
render the business of farming in the Territories more prosperous and - 
profitable than ever it was in the past, 

All the surplus wheat grown in the Territories finds its way into the 
common market, viz., Great Britain. © The elevator and transportation 
systems of Western Canada are second to none in the world. The 
former is now under rigid Government control. There is an almost 
unlimited demand for oats and barley grown in the Territories. The 
former is eagerly purchased in the western mining districts, and what 
is fit for milling purposes sells at'a higher price to local oatmeal mills. 

ns Cilio 





ULMIYIRNCASLS 24} UO pjoy soy Surspaiq 














The extensive breweries and malting concerns operating in the Canadian 
North-West cannot always obtain sufficient barley. Forty-five cents a 
bushel is readily paid at any time for malting barley. 
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The other leading products of the Territories, the“ four-year-old 
steer” and the unequalled mutton, are much sought after. Scores of 
buyers are scouring the country in quest of our juicy meats, which are 
always bought on the hoof at the home of the rancher or farmer. The 
more inferior animals are shipped to the mining camps of the West, 
which affords a ready market for all classes of beef, pork and mutton, 
while the tops are consigned to the British market. 


Canada boasts of a transcontinental railway line from ocean to 
ocean; a railway unrivalled in mileage in any portion of the world, and 
originally projected as a national undertaking. The Canadian Pacific 
enters the Territories at Moosomin and traverses Assiniboia and South- 
ern Alberta from east to west. Numerous branch lines have been con- 
structed and extensions are made from time to time as settlement war- 
rants the outlay. It may here be mentioned that the construction of 
colonization lines is generously bonused by the Federal Government, 
which in return retains certain control of freight and passenger rates. 


The Canadian Northern Railway, which runs from the great lakes, 
through Manitoba into the District of Saskatchewan, is being rapidly 
constructed, This line will open up the fertile Saskatchewan Valley be- 
tween Prince Albert and Edmonton, running north of and almost parallel 
to the Canadian Pacific through the entire breadth of Saskatchewan and 
Northern Alberta towards the Yellow Head Pass, where the Rocky 
Mountains open their portals and invite, by the lowest and easiest grade 
in Alberta, the construction of a railway through to Cariboo and the 
Pacific Coast beyond. This is an old natural route frequented by fur 
traders. The construction of this railway to the Pacific Coast will be 
the necessary means of fully developing the rich gold mines of Cariboo. — 


Besides the railway outlets, there is also ‘that to the east down the 
Saskatchewan by steamboat to Lake Winnipeg, from whence the people 
of Manitoba propose improving the old row boat route, so as to be 
navigable by steamboats to the Atlantic ports of Nelson and Churchill, 
on Hudson’s Bay. The North Saskatchewan River, running through 
Northern Alberta and. Saskatchewan, was in the days of the fur trade 
the main route for all imports and exports to and from the Territories 
and, although most of the fleet of steamboats which, up to the advent: 
ot the railway, tapped the Saskatchewan Valley, now lie idle as popula-— 
tion and development advance, the river will again be utilized more and 
more. Coal is certain to be shipped that way, and the Alberta and Sas- 
katchewan farmer will be afforded the choice of an eastern as well as a 
western market whenever Manitoba secures the opening of the Hudson's 
Bay route. | | ; | ; | 
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Mineral Resources 


The Canadian North-West Territories is a country of many and 
varied resources,;/amongst which its minerals take a high place. The 
presence of extensive coal deposits in the Territories has already been 
briefly referred to. Without an adequate supply of fuel in almost every 
portion of the country it would not afford the attractive field for settle- 
ment which is claimed for it. A conservative estimate of the coal-bear- 
ing strata in the Territories places the area at 65,000 square miles. The 
following statistics of production, compiled by the Geological Surveys 
Department of Canada, are of special interest: 
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* *No statistics as to value compiled since 1897. 


The coal mines already discovered are of sufficient capacity to supply 
the whole of Canada with fuel for centuries. Lignites are now mined 
at Estevan, in Eastern Assiniboia; Medicine Hat and Cypress Hills, in 
Western Assiniboia; Red Deer, Otoskewan, Edmonton, Sturgeon River 
and Victoria, in Northern Alberta; and are obtained at the pit’s mouth 
at from 65c. to $2.50 per ton, according to the demand—the greater the 
sale the lower the price. Semi-bituminous coal is mined at Lethbridge 
‘where $1,500,000 have been invested), Pot Hole, Milk River Ridge, 
Woodpecker, Crowfoot and Knee Hill Creek, in Southern Alberta, and 
is obtained at from $1.50 to $3.00 per ton. The true bituminous is 
mined at Waterton River, Pincher Creek, on each of the south, middle 
and north branches of the Old Man’s River, on High River, Sheep Creek, 
Fish Creek, Bow River and Canmore, also in Southern Alberta, and is 
worth about the same as the semi-bituminous. True anthracite coal is 
mined at Anthracite (four miles from Banff), and is sold aboard cars at 
from $2.00 to $5.00 per ton, according to grade. There are extensive 
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colleries at Lethbridge, Canmore and Anthracite. The Government 
issues permits to mine on Dominion lands at the following royalties: roc. 
per ton for lignite, 15c. for bituminous, and 20c. for anthracite. The 


coal mining industry of the Territories affords employment to about 
&50 men. 


Another important kindred industry which is rapidly springing into 
prominence is the manufacture of coke, now progressing along the line 
of the Crow’s Nest Railway, in Southern Alberta. Extensive beds of 
excellent coking coal aré found there. This industry is bound to de- 
velop rapidly, and is already employing a large number of people. 


For over thirty years gold dust of the finest quality has been washed 
out of the sands of the North Saskatchewan River, for 100 miles above 
and 200 miles below Edmonton, during low stages of water, by individual 
miners using only the primitive pick, shovel and grizzly. Scientific in- 
vestigations have, however, been made with the result that’ some of the 
newest and best dredging and gold-saving machinery has been put in 
operation on the river by a number of experienced miners with capital. 
Meanwhile, those best informed on the subject consider that the dredging 
of the river bed and the hydraulic sluicing of the flats and terraces of 
the valley will yield enormous profits to capital skilfully applied. It is 
also believed that cheap and simple apparatus will be devised to enable 
the “poor man’s diggings” to be prosecuted with greater profit and 
success. Men of science declare the existence of a continuation of those 
metalliferous deposits which are now making the fortunes of the gold 
miners of the Rainy River and Lake of the Woods, east of Manitoba, 
and. of those of the Canadian Yukon in the vast unorganized districts 
lying north of Alberta and Saskatchewan. No investigation into these — 
latent possibilities has as yet been made. 


Enormous veins of galena have been located which are pronounced 
by experts to contain a large percentage of silver. Capital alone is 
wanting to make them treasures of wealth to the country. Copper ore 
in vast quantities has also been found, said to contain 60 per cent. of pure 
copper. Iron ore has been discovered in various parts of Alberta. A 
forty-foot seam of hematite iron, said to contain 67 per cent. of iron, 
exists at the base of Storm Mountain, quite close to the railway line, and 
other large seams have been located in the Macleod District, in Southern 
Alberta, 


Petroleum has been discovered from time to time in various por-— 
tions of the Territories. The Dominion Geological Surveys’ staff has 
recently explored Northern Alberta and made several test borings with 
most satisfactory results. It might also be appropriate to mention the 
fact that natural gas exists all through Western Assiniboia and Alberta, 
In some cases wells have been flowing for upwards of fifteen years with- 
out any apparent evidence of decrease in pressure. 
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Shooting and Fishing 

Between Moosomin and Qu’Appelle prairie chickens (grouse) are 
plentiful, and ducks are also to be had in the neighbourhood of Broad- 
view. North of Ou’Appelle big game may be found. At Yellow Grass, 
on the “Soo” branch line from Pasqua, ground which has seldom been 
shot over, ducks, geese and plover are in myriads during most seasons. In 
the Dirt Hills, about 20 miles south of Regina, deer and antelope, beside 
wild fowl, are fairly plentiful; and in the district about Regina there are 
innumerable opportunities for bags of duck and chicken, and nearly all 
the species of plover. 

The “ Mecca” of goose shooting is to be had on the south side of 
Butfalo Lake, about 20 miles north of Moose Jaw; wild geese in count- 
less thousands come down from their feeding grounds in the Arctic 
circle in the months of September and October, and remain there until 
they take their departure for the south when ice begins to form on the 
lake. The country to the south of the lake is well settled, and the wheat 
stubble fields afford excellent feeding grounds. Proper hides dug in the 
stubble fields in the line of flight of the geese, and decoys set out, will 
afford the. finest goose shooting the keenest sportsman can imagine. 

On the branch railway from Regina to Prince Albert sportsmen 
should get goods bags at Lumsden, and chickens and ducks at Duck 
Lake and Prince Albert, while in the illimitable pine forest beyond that 
town, which is reached by line from Regina, game of nearly every de- 
scription abounds, Montreal and Red Deer Lakes being especially good 
spots. Complete outfits can be procured at Prince Albert. 

Rush Lake, a few miles from the station, on the main line of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, is one of the finest points for geese, duck and 
other water fowl, where large bags can surely be made. Farther west, 
again, is the antelope country, Swift Current, Maple Creek and Medicine 
Hat being among the best outfitting points for a trip after these, the 
most beautiful animals of the plains. At Calgary, in sight of the 
“Rockies,” superb sport may be enjoyed with the grouse among the 
brushy foothills of the giant range. Good shooting will be found within 
easy driving distance of the town, and glorious mountain trout fish- 
ing on the Bow River and its tributaries, to say nothing of the delights 
of visiting the ranches. 

Edmonton, which is the extreme limit of the railroad, is the gate- 
way to the wild, half-known country to the north, a huge territory most 
abundantly stocked with game. In the Smoky River District, which is 
several hundred miles north of Edmonton, there are yet a few wood 
buffalo, the best authorities say about seventy-five head in all. These the 
Mounted Police are striving strenuously to protect, but their extinction 
is much to be feared. Moose exist in large numbers in the forest-covered 
country between the North Saskatchewan and Lake Athabasca, and 
are to be found in the extension of the same belt to the north-west of it, 
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even into Alaska. To the northward of the Great Slave Lake, that vast 
solitude known as the barren lands extends to the very shores of the 
frozen sea. It is the home of the musk ox, the barren ground caribou, 
the wolf, the glutton, and the arctic fox. Along the shores that bound 
it the polar bear may frequently be shot. It is a region full of interest 
to the naturalist and to the explorer. | 

In Southern Alberta, reached by the Macleod branch from Calgary, 
or by the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway from near Medicine Hat, especially 
in that portion of it lying between Macleod and the mountains, there is 
the same wonderful variety of game to be found as in other parts of the 
North-West Territories, with the addition of blue grouse (cock of the 
mountains), as the foothills are approached. There is good chicken, 
goose and duck shooting between Macleod and the international bound- 
ary. Swans are also bagged occasionally. Trout are plentiful in the 
three branches of the Old Man River and in its numerable tributaries 
west of Macleod, and the most enticing bait for a big one is a mouse. 
There is also good fishing in the St. Mary’s and Waterton (also called 
the Kootenay) and in all their branches, and capital sport with either 
gun or line can be obtained in the chain of Kootenay Lakes on the east- 
ern slope of the Rocky Mountains. Salmon trout weighing from 15 Ibs. 
fo 40 lbs. are among the catches in Eastern Kootenay. In the moun- 
tains back of these lakes, grizzly, cinnamon, silver tip and black bear, 
mountain sheep and goat are fairly plentiful. Guides are necessary, and 
the tourist will find good men in any of the settlements and stations 
along the line of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway. This new line has 
brought a great, undisturbed game country within easy reach of the 
sportsman. 


OPEN SEASON IN THE TERRITORIES. 


fig Game.—Elk, moose, caribou, antelope, deer or their fawn, November 2nd to December 
Ith. (Itis forbidden to take more than three of any one species in any one year.) 

Mountain sheep or goat, October 2nd to December 14th. 

Mink, fisher or martin, November 2nd to April 14th. 

Otter or beaver, October 2nd to May 14th, except in East Assiniboia, where beaver are protected 
until November, 1901. P 

Muskrat, November 2nd to May 14th. 

Buffalo are protected at all times, 

Small Game.—Grouse, partridge, pheasant, or prairie chicken, September I6th to December 
lith, and no more than 20 in one day. 

Wild duck of all varieties, August 24th to May 4th, 

Snipe and sandpiper, August 24th to May 4th, 


SHOOTING LICENCES. 


Permits are granted by game guardians for periods not exceeding five days to any non-resident 
who is the dona fide guest of a resident, to shoot in company with his host, \ Affidavits must be made 
by the applicant and such resident. Fee, $1.00, Shooting licences, issued by the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Regina, $15.00. 


FISHING, 
Speckled trout, May 2nd to September Lith, 
Maskinonge, May Wth to April ddth, 
Salmon trout, December I6th to October ith. 
Pickerel (dore). May t&th to April 14th, 
Whitefish, December 16th to October 4th, ¥ 
Sturgeon, June léth to May Mth 
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Homestead Regulations 


Entry may be made by any male over 18 years of age or female head 
of a family, for one quarter of any unoccupied even-numbered section of 
land in the Canadian North-West Territories personally, at the local land 
office for the district in which the land to be taken is situate, or if the 
homesteader desires, he may, on application to the Minister of the In- 
terior, Ottawa, the Commissioner of Immigration, Wi innipeg, or the 
Local Agent for the district in which the land is situate, receive authority 
for some one to make entry for him. A fee of $10.00 is charged for an 
ordinary homestead entry. . 

Under the present law homestead duties must be performed in one 
of the following ways, namely: 

(1) By at least six months’ residence upon and cultivation of the 
land in each year during the term of three years. 

(2) If the father (or the mother, if the father is deceased) of any 
person who is eligible to make a homestead entry, resides upon a farm 
in the vicinity of the land entered for by such person as a homestead, 
the requirements of the law as to residence prior to obtaining patent may 
_be satisfied by such person residing with the father or mother. 

(3) If the settler has his permanent residence upon farming land 
owned by him in the vicinity of his homestead, the requirements of the 
law as to residence may be satisfied by residence upon the said land. 


Railway Land Regulations 


_the Canadian Pacific Railway lands consist of the odd-numbered 
sections along the main line and branches, and the Saskatchewan, Battle 
and Red Deer River Districts in Alberta. The lands are for sale at the 
following prices: Lands in Assiniboia, east of the 3rd meridian, average 
$3-00 to $4.00 an acre; west of the 3rd meridian, including most of the 
valuable lands in the Calgary District, $3.00 per acre; in Saskatchewan, 
Battle and Red Deer River Districts, $3.00 per acre. For the conveni- 
ence of investors, maps, showing in detail the lands and prices, have 
been prepared and will be sent free to applicants. Apply to F.. T. 
Griffin, Land Commissioner, Winnipeg, or to W. Toole, Land Agent, 
Calgary, Alberta. 

The Calgary and Edmonton Land Company has a land grant of 
1,850,000 acres of odd-numbered sections in the territory lying along the 
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains, consisting of fine agricultural 
and ranching land in Alberta. These sections are for sale by 
the company, without cultivation or residential conditions. Usual 
price, $3.00 per acre. Terms of payment: QOne-tenth cash and the bal- 
ance in nine annual payments, with interest at 6 per cent. Ten cents 
per acre, cost of Government survey, will be added in each case. This 
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amount will be payable with final instalment of purchase money and 


without interest. Agents: Osler, Hammond & Nanton, 381 Main 
Street, Winnipeg, Man., or C. S. Lott, Calgary, Alberta. 


The Qu’Appelle, Long Lake and Saskatchewan Land Company has” 
for sale 1,000,000 acres of odd-numbered sections, consisting of farm 
land in Saskatchewan and Assiniboia. These lands are for sale 
by the Company. without cultivation or residential conditions. Usual 
price, $3.00 per acre... Terms of payment: One-tenth cash and 
the balance in nine annual payments, with interest at 6 per cent. Ten cents 
per acre, cost of Government survey, will be added in each case. This — 
amount will be payable with final instalment of purchase money and 
without interest. Agents: Osler, Hammond & Nanton, 381 Main 
Street, Winnipeg, Man., or C. S. Lott, Calgary, Alberta. 


The Winnipeg Western Land Corporation owns about half a million 
acres of odd-numbered sections along the Manitoba-North-Western 
Kailway in Assiniboia and the projected extension of this road into Sas- 
katchewan. Price generally $3.00 per acre. Agents: Osler, Hammond 
& Nanton, Winnipeg. 


The Alberta Railway & Coal Company has an extensive land grant 
in Southern Alberta, largely under irrigation, at prices varying with loca- 
tion. Apply to C. A. Magrath, Land Commissioner, Lethbridge, Alberta. 


Hudson’s Bay Company’s lands comprise one-twentieth part of all 
the fertile belt, and in the surveyed townships consist of section 8 and 
three-fourths of section 26 in each township. The:terms for these can 
be obtained on application to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Land Office, 
Winnipeg. 


Further information respecting the Canadian North-West Terri- 
tories will gladly be furnished upon application to Ze 


C. W. PETERSON, 
Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture, 


Regina, N. W. T., Canada. | 


‘PRANK PEDLEY, J. O. SMITH, 
Superintendent of Immigration, Commissioner of Immigration, 
Ottawa, Ont., Canada. _ Winnipeg, Man., Canada. 


Or to the Agent of Dominion Lands at any of the following points 
in the Territories: Prince Albert, Regina, Battleford, Alameda, Ed- 
monton, Yorkton, Calgary, Lethbridge. 
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